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PREFACE. 



THE subject of the present volume is one of 
unspeakable importance in the Christian 
life, and one which by no means receives the 
attention which it ought to receive. General 
truths about the Holy Spirit are common 
enough, and go for very little. But clear, 
definite teaching about Him is rarely found; 
and when it is met with, it is too often so 
mixed up with human theories, by those who 
have such theories to propound, that while 
some texts are very much pressed, others are 
seldom mentioned. The result is that readers 
are much perplexed. 

The writer of this book does not profess to 
have a theory on the subject, and then to go to 
the Scriptures to prove it ; although that would 
sound very well. But he has tried, without 
having any theory at all, to searcK ca.\^^\bJ^ '^^ 
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New Testament Scriptures, and to show not 
what he thinks, but what they teach. 

With this in view, he has made no attempt to 
state the subject in any arranged order, as even 
this would leave room for man's 'views' to 
appear. He has preferred just to go through 
the whole New Testament, and simply to point 
out what is found there, just as and wherever 
he finds it, with a few words of plain comment 
upon the Scriptural statements, not seeking to 
show what they are supposed to mean^ but only 
what they really say. 

He trusts that the truths advanced may, 
under the teaching of the same Holy Spirit, 
bring fresh light to many hearts, and constrain 
many a reader to a fuller surrender to the 
Spirit's leading, and so to a deeper and more 
permanent enjoyment of what it means to be 
filled with Him, 

Beverley, Sidcup. 
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I. 

IFmportante of tfie Su&ject. 

IT is most necessary that the believer should 
have a very clear idea about those truths 
which bear on his own relationship to the Holy 
Spirit of God. 

The reason for this necessity is twofold, and 
should be carefully considered. 

Firstly, the mutual relationship of the Holy 

Spirit and the believer is of such supreme 

importance in itself, that a right understanding 

about it is an absolute essential in the Christian 

life. Indeed, in their mutual dealings lies the 

very soul of all real Christian life. Any 

important mistake on the subject becomes a 

serious source of failure •, vrbilee.N^TvXJcsft.^'^^^:^ 

ft 
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misapprehension about it must be followed by 
more or less sad results. So much of the un- 
satisfactory and wavering experience of many 
true Christians is caused by want of light on 
this point. 

In the second place, a careful understanding 
on the point is so important, just for the very 
reason that so much that is confusing is written 
about it in religious books. Believers are 
getting bewildered with new teachings on the 
subject which do not bear the light of Scripture. 
Many are sadly perplexed as to what they are 
to believe about the Holy Spirit. They know 
not whether they are already possessed by Him 
in all His fulness and power, as a permanent 
and abiding presence, or whether they are to 
look for some peculiar experience called by 
some * the Baptism of the Spirit' 

We confess to having been ourselves much 
perplexed on the point by one book and 
another; and the truth did not become clear 
to us till we did as we most seriously recom- 
mend every one else to do. We put away every 
book on the subject, and, as far as possible, 
the ideas received from such books, and turned 
to the Scriptures alone for teaching. 

The best method of settling every difficulty 
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as to truth is to silence man's voice, and to 
* search the Scriptures.' Whatever be the sub- 
ject, go carefully through the New Testament, 
and note down in a book every text that at all 
bears upon it Write out the text, or the words 
that bear on the subject, very accurately, and if 
in the original language, so much the better. 
Also compare the translations of the Authorized 
and the Revised Versions. Then, when you 
have gone from Matthew to Revelation, you 
have a more useful and generally a far more 
comprehensible book on the subject than any 
of man's writing. You have always a brief 
statement of truth, which you can read over in 
a few minutes, and from which you can at once 
gather all that the Holy Spirit says about it. 
Moreover, nothing so thoroughly removes from 
the mind all the theories and systems of men as 
such a comprehensive view of the whole New 
Testament teaching on any subject. 

We have gone carefully through the New 
Testament upon the Holy Spirit, taking down 
every single text which speaks of Him; and 
now we need no further writings about Him, 
and carefully avoid them. When we want to 
know what to believe and to teach, we go at 
once to our texts ; and so we easily find what 
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is to be believed and taught. And we are 
forced to believe that some who write about 
the Holy Spirit, while they have made much 
of some texts, do not appear to have noticed 
others. 

The object of the present volume is not to 
present an essay about the Holy Spirit, full 
of the writer's own theories about Him; but 
simply to bring forward the teaching of all 
those texts which speak of Him in His relation- 
ship to the believer, that they may speak for 
themselves. 

Let us say at once that a careful study of the 
New Testament leads us to the conclusion that 
every true believer is not to wait to enjoy the 
possession of the Holy Spirit in His fulness and 
power, but is entitled to believe that he already 
enjoys this glorious privilege, and is to act 
accordingly. We shall go into the Scriptures 
on this point further on. 

And we are also led to insist very strongly 
that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person, and 
not merely an influence exerted over people's 
hearts. It is so grievous a mistake to use the 
impersonal word // instead of He and Him 
when speaking of the Spirit. 



11. 

IN order to a right understanding of the 
whole subject, we must carefully distin- 
guish the various offices of the Holy Spirit. 
These are so commonly confused, that the 
truth is easily obscured. 

I. There is an operation of the Holy Spirit 
on the hearts of the unconverted and hardened. 
It is often called a * striving,' in allusion, we 
suppose, to Gen. vi. 3. It may be a lifelong 
striving; but at times it operates with more 
power. Then comes the terribly solemn decid- 
ing point ; and this striving is either yielded to 
in the heart, or else it is silenced by various 
means. Sometimes it even calls out in the 
self-hardened heart active hatred and opposition 
to the truth. Of this latter kind was the case 
of the Jews before the Council, in Acts vii., 
when they were *cut to heart' by the force 
of the truth which StepVve.ti ^-^c?^'^^ \s<i^ ^^x 
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* gnashed on him with their teeth ' (ver. 54) and 
stoned him. These he spoke of as persons who 
did always * resist the Holy Ghost' (ver. 51). 

2. Then there is the Spirit's work of 'con- 
vincing of sin ' (John xvi. 8, 9). This seems a 
further operation, a carrying on of the former 
in the hearts of those who yield so far to His 
striving with them. He makes them conscious 
of the great realities * of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment,' and so far has progress 
been made towards a real conversion. Of this 
sort was His work when men were * pricked in 
their heart,' and were led to cry out, 'What 
shall we do?' (Acts ii. 37). 

3. Next comes His work in producing a real 
.and saving faith in the hearts of those truly 
convinced. 'No man can say' (in truth and 
reality) ' that Jesus is the Lord, but by (literally 
tn) the Holy Ghost' (i Cor. xii. 3). Mere pro- 
fession, of course, is easy, and abounds on all 
sides. But such a real receiving of Christ and 
His salvation as gives the soul rest in His 
merits is the work of the Holy Ghost Then 
it is that one becomes the child of God. All 
who thus receive Christ, that is, as it is explained 
at the end of this verse, who ' believe on His 
77-5222^,' have given them 'power to become th^ 
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sons of God' (John i. 12). In the margin we 
have 'or, the right ; or, privileged The word 
in the original expresses all the three ideas, 
and each is full of teaching and comfort. It is 
because of the Holy Spirit's agency in all these 
stages of the inner life that our Lord speaks of 
those truly converted as * born of the Spirit ' 
(John iii. 8). 

4. All the other operations previously men- 
tioned we believe to be the Holy Spirit's work 
on rather than in the heart. How far they 
involve His actual entrance into the heart, it is 
beyond our power to determine. But of this 
we are sure, that when there has resulted that 
faith which makes one the child of God, then 
there takes place in the case of every one a real 
entrance into, and a permanent abiding in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit in the heart. One 
text will at present suffice to show this, as we 
shall bring others forward later on to the same 
effect. 

After distinctly telling the Galatian Christians 
that it was * by or through faith in Christ Jesus ' 
that they were 'the children of God' (Gal. iii. 24), 
he goes on to say, * Because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father' (GaL iv. 6). This 
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verse is very plain. It speaks not of any 
operation of the Holy Spirit on the heart pre- 
vious to conversion, neither does it ascribe our 
sonship with God to the presence of the Spirit 
of God in us. But it teaches that His presence 
in the heart is the real and blessed result and 
consequence of being the sons of God, and that 
His Spirit so really received emboldens the 
reconciled believer to call God by a Father's 
name. We must carefully notice that this 
assertion is made of all the Galatians who were 
true Christians, and not of some special few 
who had sought and obtained some particular 
* baptism of the Spirit' It is the normal and 
only real experience of the Christian ; and none 
will ever rise to a right sense of true privileges 
in Christ, or manifest the Christian life in real 
power, till they simply believe this. 

Then, as a consequence of this permanent 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of 
believers, we find a variety of blessed offices 
which He fulfils in them and for them, and 
which he effects in the case of believers only. 
These we shall enter into in our next chapter. 



III. 
Efje Spirit's Moxk in Belie&ers^ 

IN continuing our inquiry into the teaching 
of Holy Scripture on the nature of the 
Holy Spirit's work, we have now to consider it 
in its effects upon believers only. 

In a general sense, the sanctification of the 
believer is ascribed to the Holy Spirit, as the 
Agent employed by the Father in the actual 
and direct application of Christ and His salvation 
to individual souls. Sanctification is a setting 
apart for holiness, including also every provision 
for carrying it out in the heart and life. 

When sanctification is attributed to either of 
the other Persons of the Godhead, it is in a 
somewhat different senise. It is attributed to 
the Father (Jude, ver. i, also John xvii. 1 7) as 
the first source of every blessing to man ; also 
to the Son (i Cor. i. 2 ; Eph. v. 26 ; Heb. ii. 
11) as the One whose spotless * offering' of His 
* body ' (Heb. x. 10, 14) aivdyiVvo^^ ^ o-wc^X^^^^ 

B 
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(Heb. xiii. 12 ; see also x. 29) opened the way 
of holiness for fallen man. See also i Cor. i. 30, 
where Christ is said to be * made unto us . . . 
sanctification/ as well as * wisdom/ * righteous- 
ness/ and * redemption.' 

The reference in i Thess. v. 23 is probably 
to the Father, as it is in John xvii. 17, 19. For 
the latter, the * word ' is spoken of as the actual 
means of effecting the sanctification ; with this 
we may compare i Tim. iv. 5, also Eph. v. 26. 

Our own side of this subject must also not 
be forgotten. The * sanctified ' vessel is the one 
who has learned to * purge himself from all 
* iniquity' (2 Tim. ii. 21, see ver. 19). The 
yielding the members * unto holiness ' is our 
responsibility. So also ^'^ following (Heb. xii. 
14), the continuing in (i Tim. ii. 15) holiness, 
and the abstaining from all that is contrary to it 
(i Thess. iv. 3-7). 

But we think that the generally received 
opinion amongst Christians, viz., that the Holy 
Spirit is the direct Agent in actually conveying 
to us all that contributes to our sanctification, 
is the correct view. It is * by the Spirit of the 
Lord' that we *are changed (or transformed) 
into the same image ' of ' the glory of the Lord ' 
(2 Cot, iii. 18). He is spoken of in this con- 
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nection, i Cor. vL ii ; Rom. xv. i6; 2 Thess. 
ii. 13; I Pet i. 2. We are led, however, to 
think so not only from direct statements such 
as these; but as much so from a careful ex- 
amination of all that He is said to do and to 
work in us. This we shall now follow farther 
into in detail. 

The Holy Spirit effects that baptism *into 
one body' (i Cor. xii. 13), by virtue of which 
all believers become * the body of Christ, and 
members in particular' (ver. 27), and also 'every 
one members one of another ' (Rom. xii. 5 ; see 
also Eph. iv. 25). The grand and blessed 
fact of the believer's real spiritual union with 
Christ is thus brought about by the immediate 
action of the Holy Spirit.* This is the real 
'baptism of the Spirit' which our Lord promises 
to His people (Acts i. 5), and of which all true 
believers are partakers. The reality of this 
union is so beautifully unfolded in Eph. v. 
22-32, which should be carefully and prayerfully 
studied. Here the relationship of the believer 
to Christ is so closely and so marvellously 
figured by that of a man's flesh to the man 
himself (ver. 29) ; and believers are actually 
spoken of, in the most remarkable manner, as 
* members of His body, of His fleshy axvdol^S^ 
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bones ' (ver. 30). In this body of Christ the 
Holy Spirit distributes His various gifts, * divid- 
ing to every man severally as He will' (i Cor. 
xii. 4-1 1 ). 

Then, we must observe too, that it is the 
office of the Holy Spirit not only to effect these 
great spiritual realities, but also to make us 
know them. He works a consciousness and 
assurance of them in the heart that simply 
believes them. This is a very important sub- 
ject, and should be very thoughtfully considered 
by some who seem to doubt the possibility of 
such an assurance, or who at all events regard 
it only as the privilege of a few advanced 
Christians. *We know^ that God 'abideth in 
us, by the Spirit Vhich He hath given us' 
(i John iii. 24) ; and again, * Hereby know we 
that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because 
He hath given us of His Spirit ' (i John iv. 13). 
See also John xiv. 20, where our Lord speaks 
of * that day ' when the Spirit should have come, 
and promises that He would impart to the 
disciples the knowledge of this mutual union 
between God and the believer. * In that day,' 
He says, *ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in Me, and I in you,' enabling 
us consciously to call Him *Abba, Father.' 
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And once more, He * beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God ' (Rom. 
viii. 15, 16 ; see GaL iv. 6), and thus every true 
believer 'hath the witness in himself (i John 
V. lo). 

Next, it is ' by His Spirit ' that believers are 
* strengthened with might in the inner man ' 
(Eph. iii. 1 6) for all the exigencies of Christian 
life and work. He undertakes on their behalf 
the great battle with tiieir corrupt natures, sub- 
duing these, and enabling the Christian to walk 
in constant victory. He Musteth against the 
flesh' in them and for them, keeping in subjec- 
tion their evil propensities, so that they need 
not, and do not, 'fulfil the lust of the flesh,' 
while they *walk' in Him (Gal. v. i6, 17). 

Again, so really is the Christian life lived by 
the actual communication to the believer of the 
Holy Spirit, that the various graces of the Chris- 
tian character are spoken of as * fruit ' which He 
brings forth in them — * the fruit of the Spirit ' 
(Gal. V. 22, 23). 

The Holy Spirit, too, as * the Spirit of Truth' 
(John xiv. 17), is God's agent in revealing divine 
truth to the mind. Christ's promise to His dis- 
ciples concerning the Holy Spirit, 'He shall 
receive of mine, and show it utvlo -^om' ^<^«». 
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xvi. 14), is just as true of all believers. * The 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
loye Him,' He * hath revealed unto us by His 
Spirit ; ' and so it is that we are able to * know 
the things which are freely given to us of God ' 
(i Cor. ii. 9-12 ; compare i John ii. 20, 27, also 
Eph. iii. 5). In connection with this teaching, 
it is also His work to ' bring all things to our 
remembrance' of the words of Christ (John 
xiv. 26). 

And not only does He reveal truth to the 
mind, but exercises His power upon the affec- 
tions and the heart, so that the believer acts 
naturally and easily in accordance with the truth. 
Thus it becomes the great evidence of their 
being * the sons of God,' that they * are led by 
the Spirit of God ' (Rom. viii. 14). And thus 
' led of the Spirit,' they are no longer * under 
the law,' as a restraining power from sin (Gal. 
V. 18) ; but being made by Him * free from the 
law,' which before worked only * sin and death ' 
in them, they now have *the righteousness of 
the law fulfilled ' in them, as they walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit (Rom. viii. 2-4). 

And then, in regard to prayer. The Holy 
Spirit has a special and definite ofiice in this 
respect. He prompts the prayer in us which is 
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according to the will of God ; making ' interces- 
sion for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered' (Rom. viii. 26, 27). So that it is the 
privilege of the child of God to be 'praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit' (Eph. vi. 18), and * praying in the Holy 
Ghost' (Jude 20). 

There are several other very blessed truths 
concerning the Holy Spirit's work, which we 
shall have occasion to mention when we are 
considering another class of texts — those which 
we shall bring forward to show that the Holy 
Spirit, in all the fulness of His presence and 
power, is the happy possession of every true 
child of God. We shall also again refer more 
at length to some which have already been 
mentioned. 



IV. 

i&eflati&e Eestimons to tfje Jnlrtoellinfl 

of tlje Sipixit 

IN our inquiry hitherto into the special opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit in the case of 
believers, we confined ourselves more especially, 
although not absolutely (which would be almost 
impossible), to those passages which spoke of 
them in a more general way. We have pur- 
posely avoided, as much as possible, those texts 
which couple some account of His operations 
with a distinct statement that He has actually 
been given to each individual believer, and that 
He performs these operations in and for all 
true Christians. 

This class of passages we have reserved for 
separate attention, and we propose to enter into 
them now. We shall also endeavour, as we review 
them, to grasp the meaning of the particular 
operation of the Spirit mentioned. 

And it must be remembered that what we 

24 
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desire to show is, not only that the Holy Spirit 
has been given to all true Christians, but that 
He is given to them for the special purpose of 
carrying out in their experience each and all of 
His glorious offices, without let or hindrance on 
His part, had we only faith to believe it, and to 
act upon it as we should. 

And in the first place, we shall refer to two 
passages in which the subject is dealt with from 
the negative point of view. These show plainly 
that where there is no possession of the Spirit, 
there is no real Christian life at all. 

In Rom. viii. 9 it is most solemnly declared 
that * if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His ; ' and the whole question as 
to whether they were *in the flesh' or *in the 
Spirit ' turns upon the supposition, * if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you.' And a careful 
comparison of vers. 10 and 11 will show that 
the indwelling of Christ in us and also that of 
the Holy Spirit amount to the same thing ; but 
that the former seems to depend upon the 
latter. 

The other of these passages is Jude 17-19. 
Here we have one of the characteristics of the 
* mockers in the last time ' especially noted, in 
conformity with the verse just mentioned, as 
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* having not the Spirit' This accounted suffi- 
ciently for all that they were. 

The former of these two passages, illustrated, 
of course, by the latter, is especially valuable to 
our purpose. It not only shows convincingly 
that the Holy Spirit of God dwells in every true 
believer ; but that He effects also in every one 
in whom He dwells an equally real indwelling 
of Christ. 

Thus we have an explanation of many passages 
which speak of the union of Christ with His 
people. We understand our Lord's meaning, 
when He promises, * I will come to you ' (John 
xiv. 1 8). We understand the * I in you,' as well 
as the *Ye in Me,' in ver. 20. We see that 
union with Christ is a mutual indwelling, and 
He in us, and we in Him, both so very real. 

We comprehend also the full meaning of the 
beautiful image of the vine, as expressive of this 
mutual union between Christ and the believer 
(John XV. 1-8). The * I in you ' (ver. 4), and 
the ' I in him ' (ver. 5), become so blessedly 
real. We know now the secret of Christ and 
the believer (like the vine and the branches) 
actually living by tlie very same life, just as He 
and His Father do. As He lives * by the 
Father,' so *he that eateth' Him {U. appro- 
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priates Him individually by faith to his soul's 
need), * even he shall live by ' |iim (John vi. 57). 
So also, we understand the real meaning of 
the * everlasting (or eternal) Jife,' which is the 
present possession of every true believer (John 
iii. 16, 36, iv. 14, V. 24, vi. 47, 54, etc.), and 
which he * may know^ that he possesses (i John 
V. 13). This is no gift conveyed separately and 
apart from Christ, but it is the very life of Christ 
Himself imparted to us, and made our own, 
through His own actual indwelling in us by His 
Sphrit. He Himself is * our Life ' (Col. iii. 4). 
Himself * the Bread of life,' He assures us that 

* he that eateth of this Bread shall live for ever ' 
(John vi. 35, 58). In this sense it is that we 
are so plainly told that * he that hath the Son, 
hafh life ' (i John v. 12). 

And upon this rests the absolute guarantee of 
the continuance of the believer's new life. These 
can * never perish,' just because Christ says of 
them, * I give unto them eternal life ' (John x. 
28). Their life being His own life, or, in other 
words. He being their Life, they are assured by 
Him, * because I live, ye shall live also ' (John 
xiv. 19). And again for the continuation of their 
life they have His own words about Himself, 

* Behold, I am alive for evermore' (Rev. i. 18). 
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And further, connected with Christ's indwell- 
ing in us is that of the Father also. Our Lord's 
promise on this subject is, * We will come unto 
him, and make Our abode with him ' (John 
xiv. 23). And in connection with this great 
spiritual reality, He prays to His Father for His 
people, 'that they all may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also 
may be one in Us' (John xvii. 21). And this 
throws light upon the statement that ' truly our 
fellowship is with the Father^ and with His Son 
Jesus Christ ' (i John i. 3). 

This also makes so real the statement of the 
Apostle's experience (not his, however, alone, 
but that of every true believer), ' Christ liveth in 
me ' (GaL ii. 20). 

But in connection with all this, we must 
remember that for its first commencement, as 
well as for its continuation, it is all dependent 
upon the actual fact of the real indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in each believer. This will 
explain the connection between Eph. iii. 16 
and the 17 th verse, and brings us back to the 
point from which we started, viz., that without 
the actual possession of the Holy Spirit there is 
no such relationship to Christ at all. Our Lord 
has stated that without a real reception through 
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faith of Himself, there is ' no life * in us (John 
vi. 53) j and the same solemn truth is repeated 
by the beloved disciple most emphatically, * He 
that hath not the Son of God, hath not life ' 
(i John V. 12). 

And then, when we come back to the truth 
so plainly taught us, that the possession of 
Christ, and therefore of life, is the operation of 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, and that without 
this indwelling of the Spirit we have neither 
Christ nor life, it becomes a point of the very 
first importance that we should be clear in our 
view on the subject. 

We have entered very largely into this par- 
ticular view of the subject, as the context of 
the passage opened up the whole matter so 
prominently. But we think that we have not 
spent too much time over it, and may well 
make it the subject of one chapter. 

It goes down to the very root of the whole 
matter. It sets us right, not only as to our 
personal salvation, both as to its security and its 
permanence, but also as to the many particulars 
concerning our Christian life and conduct, which 
take their course from a certainty on the main 
point. 

We shall grasp at once what it is our wkK t:^ 
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unfold in its various bearings, that whatever be 
the believer's attitude and relationship towards 
the Spirit in matters of Christian life and experi- 
ence, he is not to spend his time and prayers in 
seeking a further indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
This, in all its fulness, is a glorious fact already. 
But he is to enter more thoroughly into an 
intelligent and spiritual perception oi what 
actually at present exists. He is to. accept it as 
a fact, and seek more and more to live as if it 
were true. Only thus far will we anticipate 
what will be enlarged i^pon hereafter. 



V. 

STeadjing o! tfje ffiospels anli acts. 

HAVING now considered the passages in 
the New Testament which touch on 
the question from the negative point of view, we 
will turn to those which jpresient Xht positive side 
of it, and which speak of the real indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit as an actual fact already existing, 

. and not to be waited for, as some more advanced 
experience in Christian life. We shall take 
them very tnuch in their scriptural order, only 
departing frohi it when it is convenient to group 
together passages in which the teaching is 
similar. 

Taking first the Gospels, we shall be struck 
with the fact that they contain very few refer- 
ences to the Holy Spirit in personal connection 
with the believer. Indeed, in St. Matthew and 

. St. Mark, we have only the promise uttered by 
John the Baptist, that Christ would baptize His 
disciples 'with (literally, \tOj \.Vv^ '^cX^ QJw^'550 

3^ 
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(Matt. iii. ii ; Mark i. 8; see also John i. 33); 
and in St. Matthew's account of our Lord's 
promise of the Spirit's guidance how to speak 
under trial, we have mention of * the Spirit of 
your Father which speaketh in you ' (Matt. x. 
20 ; see Mark xiiL 1 1). 

In St. Luke, besides the parallel passages to 
these (iii. 16, xii. 12), we read of John the 
Baptist (i. 15), Elizabeth (i. 41), and Zacharias 
(i. 67), who are said to be 'filled with the Holy 
Ghost ' before Pentecost. Of Mary (i. 35), and 
of Simeon (ii. 25), it is said that He was * upon ' 
them.^ 

The only other reference in St. Luke to the 
Holy Spirit's connection with the believer is 
XL 13, *How much more shall your Heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him?' This will be again alluded to and 
explained further on (p. 72), when we speak of 
praying for the Holy Ghost. 

Turning to St. John's Gospel, we find (besides 
chap. i. 33 already referred to) but two allusions 
to the Holy Spirit in personal connection with 
man previous to our Lord's last address to His 
disciples, just before His betrayal in the Garden. 

^ In Luke iv. 18 we have exactly the same expression, 
that He was *upon ' Christ. See page 112, footnote. 
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His statements in chap. iii. 5, 6, 8, are most 
important, as He points out the necessity of a 
new birth of the Spirit, over and above any 
merely figurative sense in which any one might 
be said to be * born again of water ' only, as in 
baptism. But this refers rather to the reality of 
the Spirit's- work in conversion, by convincing 
of sin and producing a real and saving faith in 
Christ, than to His personal indwelling in the 
believer, which is our immediate subject at 
present. 

Then we have our Lord's beautiful promise 
of the gift of the Spirit in John vii. 38, 39. In 
this we learn not only the reality of the believer's 
possession of the Holy Spirit, but that each be- 
liever is also, in some very real sense, a source 
from which the Spirit is continuously and 
copiously to flow out to others, as * rivers of 
living water.' This will be better understood 
after reading the remarks further on upon Acts ii. 
But we must notice that our Lord here spoke of 
this receiving and communicating of the Spirit, 
without any reserve or distinction, as about to 
become the common inheritance and privilege, 
as the Evangelist explains, of all those *that 
believe on Him,' when the Spirit was * given' 
after Christ was * glorified.' 

c 
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We pass on to the varied statements in our 
Lord's last discourse to His disciples (John xiv.- 
xvi.). He distinctly promises that the Holy 
Ghost, who then dwelt ^with^ them, should, 
after being sent from heaven, be * in ' them 
(xiv. i6, 17). Chaps, xiv. 26, xv. 26, xvi. 7-14, 
speaking of the future gift of the Spirit, should 
all be carefully read. Most of these statements 
are briefly alluded to in some part of the 
present volume;^ but the main thing to be 
noted now is, that the Holy Spirit, in all His 
varied offices, is promised to every one of 
Christ's disciples. 

We come now to the Acts of the Apostles. 
And at once we are struck with the difference 
between this book and the Gospels as regards 
the mention of the Spirit. All is changed. 
The few prophetical allusions to the Spirit in 
the Gospels now find their fulfilment ; and we 
find ourselves at once in what may well be * 
called *the dispensation of the Spirit.' The 
Holy Ghost is mentioned continually. 

In chap. ii. we have the personal descent of 
the Holy Ghost, to take up His abode in the 
Church on earth, and to * abide with it for ever ' 

^ On chap. xiv. 17, 26, and xvi. 14, see pp. 21 and 
22; on XV, 26, see p. 35 ; and on xvi. 7-1 1, see p. 14* 
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(John xiv. 16). As the Son of God became 
incarnate by union with a really human body, 
born of the Virgin Mary, so there is a sense in 
which the Holy Ghost became incarnate also at 
Pentecost, uniting Himself with the human 
bodies of men and women who believed in 
Christ. And from that day to this it has so 
continued. He has dwelt in the Church, as 
the Body of Christ, only by dwelling in the 
heart of each individual who is a real member 
of that Body, and thereby uniting him with 
Christ Himself as the Head. 

And now we believe that it is from this earthly 
dwelling-place, and not, as it were, afresh from 
heaven, that He communicates Himself to each 
new member of the spiritual body, working also 
in and through the believers. Each believer is 
thus not only an agent through whom the Holy 
Spirit makes known, manifests, and carries 
home the reality of divine truth to others, 
but is also, in a certain sense, a source from 
which He personally communicates Himself to 
other hearts. It is in them and through them 
that He * testifies ' of Christ, and enables them 
also to *bear witness' (John xv. 26, 27). This 
seems to be the meaning of the 'rivers of 
living waters ' which were to proc^^d <2NiX ^1 •Cs^k. 
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believer, after the Spirit was given (John vii. 
38* 39)* This places the believer in a very 
blessed, but very solemn, position. This is his 
responsibility to the world around him and to 
his fellow-believers, to communicate as well as 
to receive the Spirit This is his authority, and 
this is the secret of his power in seeking the con- 
version of souls and the edification of believers, 
whether by word of mouth, by the power of a 
holy life, or by any other means. 

Let it be carefully noted that, at Pentecost, it 
is especially said that the tongues of fire, which 
were the visible symbols of the Holy Spirit's 
descent upon, and entrance into, the disciples, 
* sat upon each of them,* and they were ' all filled 
with the Holy Ghost ' (vers. 3, 4). A similar 
instance is recorded in Acts x. 44. And we 
must notice that the possession of the Spirit 
was not confined to the apostles only, but shared 
in also by all the disciples, the women as well 
as the men (Acts ii. 17, 18 ; see xxi. 9), 

Moreover, Peter, speaking of the same receiv- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, promises Him to * every 
one * of them who would repent and be baptized 
(ii. 38). And when we remember that *the 
promise ' of which he speaks in ver. 39 is that 
of the reception of the HoVy ^pVtVt ^\n^t\. iu Joel 
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(see vers. 16-18), and since he specially men- 
tions their * children,' we may well believe also 
that he considered the little ones to be quite 
capable of receiving * the gift of the Holy 
Ghost' 

Then the same apostle distinctly speaks of 
* the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to 
them that obey Him' (Acts v. 32), without any 
distinction of age, sex, or condition of spiritual 
growth, otherwise than the obedience which is 
a mark of every true believer. And with regard 
to the expression * obey Him,' where we might 
have expected * believe in Him,' it will be in- 
structive to notice how often in the New Testa- 
ment faith and obedience are spoken of as 
practically the same things. The connection 
between them is so immediate, direct, and 
necessary, that salvation which would strictly 
be attributed to faith only, is also attributed to 
obedience. Indeed, obedience is simply faith 
in active operation, exhibited in its necessary 
result, and acted out, and so made visible to 
all around. See Heb. v* 9. 

There are several other references to the 
Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles. Many 
of these do not come within the compass of the 
subject which we have Xio\i \s\ \vaxA^ -^^ "^^^ 
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describe the reality of His work in giving effect 
to the preaching of the Gospel, and in guiding 
the outward development of the infant Church. 
But there are other references in this book to 
the personal connection between the believer 
and the Holy Spirit, which is our subject now ; 
and these will be noticed in various parts of this 
volume.^ 

J On being 'filled' or *fuir of the Spirit (Acts iv. 8, 
31, vi. 3, 5, ix. 17, xi. 24, xiii. 9, 52), see pp. 74-82. Oil 
* lying to the Holy Ghost,* and * tempting the Spirit ' 
(v. 3, 9), see p. 100. On * resisting the Holy Ghost ' 
(vii. 51), see p. 92. On the case of the Samaritans 
(viii. 14-17), see p. 72. On the case of Cornelius and 
his friends (x. 44-47, and xi. 15-17), see p. 73. On the 
case of the Ephesian disciples (xix. 1-7), see p. 68. 



VI. 

Eeacfjins of tije (Byistlt to tije Eomans. 

WE now come to the Epistle to the Romans, 
which is full of teaching about the 
Holy Spirit's personal connection with every 
believer. 

In chap. V. i-ii we have a beautiful state- 
ment, not of any 'higher life/ which some 
reached, while some did not, but of the ordi- 
nary and proper experience of every true Chris- 
tian. In ver. 5 it is distinctly said that * the 
love of God ' (i.e. His love to us, see ver. 8, and 
probably also a responsive love to Him, see 
I John iv. 19) *is shed abroad* (literally, has 
been poured out) * in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given ' (literally, was given) ' unto 
us.' 

This does not refer to the first Pentecostal 
gift, as the Apostle Paul, who was not called 
till afterwards, includes himself and later con- 
verts. It refers to the time of regeneration 

39 
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when, it has been well said, the * Pentecostal 
fact is repeated in the individual.' 

Here the Christian's assurance that his hope 
shall not be put to shame at the last, is said to be 
an inward consciousness that the love of God is 
not only made known to him by the Holy Spirit, 
but by His indwelling presence is actually con- 
veyed to him, so that God's love is said to have 
been * shed abroad in his heart.' ^ It is instruc- 
tive to observe how this gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and the consequent shedding abroad by Him of 
the love of God in the heart, is spoken of as a 
past condition, reaching on into the present and 

^ It is very remarkable that St. Paul uses here the 
veiy same Greek word (translated * shed abroad *) of the 
knowledge of God's love produced in the heart by the 
indwelling Spirit, as St. Luke (the travelling companion 
of St. Paul) uses (Acts x. 45) of the Holy Ghost Himself 
being * poured out * upon the Gentiles. The same word 
is used by our Lord of His own blood, which was ^ shed'* 
(Matt. xxvi. 28 ; Mark xiv. 24 ; Luke xxii. 20) ; of * all 
the righteous blood,' *of all the prophets,' which had 
been *• shed"* (Matt, xxiii. 35; Luke xi. 50); of *nevv 
wine' which is ^ spilled^ (Luke v. 37). This will throw 
light on the reality of the meaning of the word in Rom. 
V. 5. It is only used elsewhere in the New Testament in 
Acts i. 18 (* gushed out "*), and Jude, ver. 11 {^ ran greedily 
after '*)f literally, *were poured out.' 

And it must also be noticed that this word (U;^«;»«) in 
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future, rather than as any after experience to be 
longed for by the Christian as a higher attain- 
ment in Christian life. Conversion, properly 
understood, includes all this; and in all our 
teaching we should make this very clear. If 
one is really * justified by faith,* one not only 
has * peace with God * as to the guilt and con- 
demnation of sin (Rom. v. i), but all the rest 
in vers. 2-1 1 necessarily follows, and the rightly 
instructed Christian believes that it is all his 
very own. 

It is a sad pity that so many dwell almost 
exclusively on the fiflst verse or two of Rom. v. 

the Greek is ''only a collateral form of the very word 
(i»;^««) used by St. Peter (from the Septuagint transla- 
tion) of the prophecy of Joel of *the pouring out' of the 
Spirit (Acts ii. 17), as well as of its accomplishment in 
ver. 33 (translated * shed forth*). And then we have the 
very same Pentecostal word applied by St. Paul (Tit. 
iii. 6) of the gift of the Holy Spirit to ail Christians, 
evidently subsequent to Pentecost (as he also includes 
himself), when he writes, *The Holy Ghost which He 
shed on us abundantly,* This word is also used of blood 
*shed* (Acts xxii. 20; Rom. iii. 15; Rev. xvi. 6); of 
wine ^running out"* (Matt. ix. 17), or ^spilled'* (Mark 
ii. 22) ; of *the vials of the wrath of God,' which were 
* poured out* (Rev. xvi. I, 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 12, 17) ; of 'the 
changers' money,' which was 'poured out' (John ii. 15). 
It is used nowhere else in the New Testament, 
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when preaching or writing upon the privilege of 
every true believer. So few go on to the * and 
not only so, but/ etc. of the third verse, and 
follow on with the fourth and fifth verses, and 
onwards. * Justified by faith,' and having * peace 
with God,' is not in any way more the present 
privilege of rcery believer than all the grand 
reality which is conveyed in the closing words 
of the fifth verse, * The Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us.* The gift of the personal Holy 
Ghost is as truly the present privilege of every 
single believer as is the justification and the 
peace. The former is just as real as the 
latter. 

Next, we have the beautiful statements of 
Rom. viil, in which the believer, after passing 
through the terrible experience of Rom. vii. 5, 
while * in the flesh ' (and which is further 
unfolded in its bitter details in vers. 7-24), is 
now made ' free from the law of sin and death ' 
(viii. 2), to which he was, before his regenera- 
tion by the Spirit of Christ, in entire captivity 
(vii. 23). 

All this chapter narrates no extraordinary and 
special experience, but that which is common 
to all * them which are in Christ Jesus.' It is 
the direct and natural outcome of that new life 
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in which there is *nowno condemnation' (viii. i). 
Whatever freedom * from the law of sin and 
death ' the believer enjoys, it is only and entirely 
due to the introduction into his very being of 

* the law of the Spirit of life,' to which that free- 
dom is directly ascribed. 

Here again we must remark, as about Rom. 
v. I, that we must not stop at the first verse. 
Every rightly instructed believer claims the *no 
condemnation ' as his own present realized pos- 
session. But this is not in the least degree more 
real and present than all the other experiences 
described in the chapter. Ver. i is only the first 
link in an inseparable chain of blessing which 
follows upon the acceptance of Christ 

Thus, the indwelling Holy Ghost, revealing 
the fulness of Gospel forgiveness, and also con- 
veying the fulness of spiritual power for over- 
coming sins, is the remedy for the sad experi- 
ence of Rom. vii. 7-24. And so in the case of 
the believer, who walks * not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit,' not only is the imputed right- 
eousness of justification * unto ' him and ' upon ' 
him (Rom. iiL 22), but actual and imparted 
holiness, * the righteousness ' (not ' of faith,' but) 

* of the law,' is * fulfilled ' (not ' unto' and * upon,' 
but) * in ' him (Rom. viii. 4). He has now the 
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secret of all holiness in the leading and power 
of the indwelling Spirit of God. 

But, be it remembered, if this is really the ex- 
perience of a^ery converted heart, it undoubtedly 
narrows very much the circle of true Christians. 
We must in all our teaching clearly point this 
out, as there is the very great danger of accept- 
ing and passing off as real conversion something 
which falls very far short of it A mere worldly- 
minded professor, attending regularly on church 
ordinances, is too often allowed by our ministers 
to imagine himself a true Christian. £ut in the 
Scriptures we find a very direct and searching 
division between the real and the unreal. * In 
the flesh,' or * in the Spirit,' are the only two 
possible conditions of the soul (Rom. viii. 9). 
* They that are in the flesh cannot please God,' 
as is fully demonstrated in Rom. vii. 7-24, which 
is only an expansion of the experience in ver. 5 
of that chapter. But they that are *in the 
Spirit* are those in whom the Spirit of God 
dwells — othen^'ise they are 'none of Christ's 
(viii. 9). 

Then, once given His indwelling, all the 
glorious results follow of necessity. The 
believer's body remains for the present 'dead^ 
{ie, liable to death, mortal) 'because of 
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sin,' as its temporal penalty ; but his * spirit ^ is 
life' {ie. is eternally alive) 'because of righteous- 
ness;' by which we understand that his pos- 
session of eternal life is grounded on his 
justification in Christ, laid hold of by faith. 
And further (ver. ii), the 'mortal bodies' of 
believers will eventually share the eternal life 
which their spirits even now enjoy, as they also 
will hereafter be * quickened * at the appearing 
of Christ, 'because of (see margin) the same 
indwelling of God's Spirit. Twice in this verse 
we have the indwelling of the Spirit of God in 
every believer insisted on most distinctly. 

We have now reached the 12 th verse of this 
wonderful chapter; and we find that from the 
fact that the Spirit of God dwelt in them, the 
undeniable inference is drawn, introduced by a 
* therefore^ that all believers are * debtors, not to 
the flesh to live after the flesh ' — a course which 
must end in spiritual death ; but that * through 
the Spirit ' they are to * mortify the deeds of the 
body,' and thus spiritually 'live' (ver. 13). 

And further (ver. 14), the number of *the 
sons of God' is strictly limited to those who 

' In this verse *the spirit* is our hnman spirit, and 
should not be printed with a capital S, as it is in our 
English Version. 
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are Med by the Spirit of God/ Then, this 
limitation is explained and enforced by a repeti- 
tion of the fact that believers have not received 
a * spirit of bondage ' which leaves room for any 
slavish fear of God, but that they ' have received 
the Spirit of adoption.' This is an objective, 
absolute reality, independent of any conscious- 
ness of the fact on the believer's part Yet the 
Spirit manifests His presence in the believer. 
He makes plain to our inner consciousness the 
fulness and reality of our reconciliation to God 
and our adoption to be His children through 
the merits of Christ. Thus we become able 
really to know God in our hearts as a recon- 
ciled Father, and to address Him as such. And 
so it is added of the Spirit (ver. 15) * whereby' 
(literally, wherein, in whom) *we cry, Abba, 
Father.' So also we are taught in Gal. iv. 6. 

In this sense * the Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God' 
(ver. 16). The importance of this passage 
cannot be overstated, as showing not only the 
possibility of a conscious assurance of salvation, 
but that in a rightly instructed Christian it is 
the necessary result of a real receiving of Gospel 
truth. * He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath the yntXiQ^^ in himself (i John v. 10). 
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And this is the secret of all those passages in 
the Epistles of the New Testament in which a ^ 
Spirit-taught assurance of salvation is expressed. 

And further on (ver. 23), believers are 
especially said to *have the first-fruits of the 
Spirit.' The word used here in the original 
(ctTrapx^j translated * first-fruits ') occurs only 
seven times elsewhere in the New Testament, 
viz. : — Rom. xi. 16, xvi. 5 ; i Cor. xv. 20 and 
23, xvi. 15; Jas. i. 18; Rev. xiv. 4. These 
passages should be studied. Used in connec- 
tion with the Spirit's presence in us, the expres- 
sion does not mean that what we have of Him 
now is the first-fruits of a fuller possession of 
Him hereafter, but that His indwelling in us 
now is the first instalment of the entire redemp- 
tion both of spirit and body in the glorified 
state, and also the guarantee of the full com- 
pletion of the redemption, which at present we 
enjoy only *in part' (i Cor. xiii. 12). We shall 
find the same teaching in 2 Cor. i. 22. 

But although we have so really *the first-fruits 
of the Spirit,' yet we still 'groan within our- 
selves,' owing to the sin and sorrow on all sides 
of us, and in which we have our share, while we 
are now 'waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.' Then, in the redevaj^- 
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tion of the body from sin and death, when it 
shall be * fashioned like unto His glorious body ' 
(Phil. iii. 2i), we shall have the fullest realization 
of all that is meant by adoption, while even now, 
in the actual possession of the Spirit, we have 
the * first-fruits ' of it. The rest must follow. 
This is divinely certain, absolutely sure. 

In connection with this wonderful passage we 
must explain that the believer stands at present 
in a remarkable position. His spirit is in full 
and realized possession of its redemption, dwelt 
in and operated upon by the Holy Spirit of 
God. But His body, although *the temple of 
the Holy Ghost' (i Cor. vi. 19), is not yet re- 
deemed. It still lies under the old curse on 
sin, liable to disease, pain, sorrow, and death. 
Equally with the unregenerate, he has his part 
in these. This body still retains its old evil 
tendency, called * the flesh ' and * the old man ; ' 
and needs to be mortified. It still remains a 
source of temptation, and * the pleasures of sin ' 
(Heb. xi. 25) may at times appeal strongly to it. 
The believer must never be cast down by even 
the most violent assaults of old temptations. 
But he must remember that yielding to any sin- 
ful indulgences will always have its depressing 
e/Tect on his spiritual joy. And in the mortify- 
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ing *the deeds of the body' (Rom. viii. 13) we 
have the strongest evidence of the new bhth, 
as well as the only condition of spiritual pro- 
gress. This body, with all its sinful tendencies, 
is the seat of the Christian's conflict. 

This conflict and the method of victory is 
described very clearly in Gal. v. 16-26, which 
we shall consider further on (page 62). But be 
it remarked that victory is connected with the 
Holy Spirit's presence and power in which the 
believer is to 'walk.' Moreover, the physical 
conditions of this body in the many varied 
interchanges of health and disease, and in the 
numberless degrees of these opposite states, 
have their influence even on the redeemed 
spirit, and hinder its fullest realisation of 
present blessedness. Very often what is thought 
to be * darkness of soul ' is due only to bodily 
ill-health, and causes needless heart-searchings. 
At the coming of Christ, however, the body also 
will partake of the believer's redemption. Then 
* we shall also bear the image of the heavenly ' 
(i Cor. XV. 49), and in our body as well as our 
spirit we shall enjoy all that redemption means. 
Let us patiently and confidently * wait ' (Rom. 
viii. 23), even though our connection with the 
as yet unredeemed body causes m?* Xq *■ '^q?^:^. 
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within ourselves.' And in this very 'groaning' 
let us recognise an evidence of the Spirit's in- 
dwelling in our hearts. 

Next, the reality of the Spirit's indwelling is 
unfolded in Rom. viii., in His divine assistance 
in prayer (vers. 26, 27). *The Spirit also help- 
eth ^ our infirmities.' In our ignorance of our 
own well-being, as well as of the will' of God, 
*we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought.' Often we may, if not led by Him, ask 
unwise petitions, or things which the wisdom 
and love of God cannot grant. But the deepest, 
truest prayer is that by which the Spirit Himself 
' maketh intercession for the saints according 
to the will of God.' Not only are we taught by 
Him to pray for that which otherwise we should 
not, but He Himself actually 'pleads in our 
prayers, raising us to higher and holier desires 
than we can express in words, which can only 
find utterance in sighings and aspirations.' 2 

1 The word here translated * helpeth ' is only used else- 
where in Luke x. 40, where it is also rendered *help.' 
This surely indicates the reality of the Spirit's assistance 
in prayer. 

2 The late Dean Alford, whose note on this passage is 
very valuable, as follows : * All these pleadings of the 

Spirit are heard and answered, even when inarticulately 
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And SO close and real is the Spirit's indwelling 
in our hearts, that God, in hearing the unuttered 
prayer of the Spirit in us, does so, we are ex- 
pressly told, in His capacity of ^ He that search- 
eth the hearts.' In His searching of our hearts 
He reads and knows what is ' the mind of the 
Spirit;' and gives the answer, not always 
according to the actual expressions which we 
use in our desire to give utterance to the 
Spirit's unutterable pleadings in us, but always 
according to the terms of those inexpressible 
pleadings themselves. 

The other allusions to the Holy Spirit in the 
Epistle to the Romans, all of which assume in 
various ways the real connection of believers 
with the Holy Spirit and His actual operation 
upon their inner lives, are ix. i, xiv. 17, xv. 

i3» i9» 30- 
The teaching gained by comparing xv. 13 

and 19 is most important We find that the 

uttered: we may extend the same comforting assurance 
to the imperfect and mistaken verbal utterances of our 
prayers, which are not in themselves answered to our 
hurt, but the answer is given to the voice of the Spirit 
which speaks through them, which we would express but 
cannot. Compare 2 Cor. xii. 7-10, for an instance in 
the Apostle's own case.' 
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very same 'power of the Holy Ghost' (ver. 13) 
is needful for our being * filled with joy and 
peace in believing,' and our * abounding in 
hope,' in an ordinary quiet Christian life, as is 
required for the working of the * mighty signs 
and wonders' (ver. 19) which accompanied the 
ministry of the Apostle. Both these are but 
different manifestations of the same indwelling 
Spirit. And we learn how real must be this 
indwelling in every believer for the daily victory 
in daily conflict 



VII. 

Ktudfins ot tfje (Bpi&tltfi to tfje 
Corintfiiang* 

WE come now to the Epistles to the 
Corinthians, in which occur some very 
important statements bearing upon our subject. 

In the first Epistle (il 9-14) we find a passage 
which it is so important rightly to understand, 
because it is so frequently thought to refer to 
future heavenly blessedness which we cannot 
know now; whereas it really refers to the present 
understanding of deep divine truths concerning 
not only the future, but the glorious privileges 
of God's children in this present life. 

We read that * God hath revealed unto us by 
His Spirit ' * the things which He hath prepared 
for them that love Him,' things which * eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man.' Tkese are known only 
to the Spirit of God, as the One who * searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep thing^^ ol d^i^V "'^^'^^ 

53 



54 'filled with the spirit.' 

' no man knoweth the things of a man save the 
spirit of man which is in him.' And the apostle 
expressly says, that * we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God ; that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God' (ver. 12). He repre- 
sents the Holy Spirit, first of all, in His essential 
unity with the Triune God, searching out * the 
deep things of God,' and then, in wonderfully 
real union with the spirit of every true believer, 
revealing those things to his human mind, and 
making unsearchable divine truths conscious 
and powerful realities. And these * things of 
the Spirit of God' are not received by *the 
natural man.' The unrenewed heart cannot 
enter into them. They are * foolishness ' to 
an unconverted man, just because 'they are 
spiritually discerned,' that is, they can only be 
understood by the spirit of man when under 
the teaching of the Spirit of God (ver. 14). ' 

And then, too, those who preach these truths 
to others need for this very reason to do so in 
the power of the Spirit, *not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth' (v6t. 13). And this style of 
preaching the apostle describes as being *in 
demonstration of the Spirit, and' (as a conse- 



*THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY GHOST.* 55 

quence) * of power ' (ver. 4) ; and the faith 
which results from such preaching is said to 
stand * in the power of God ' (ver. 5). What a 
message to the preacher, the Bible-class leader, 
the Sunday-school teacher, the district visitor, 
indeed to all who attempt in any way to teach 
divine truths to others ! How necessary to 
know something of the Spirit's teaching and 
power ourselves ! 

And further on the apostle forcibly reminds 
the Corinthians of what they seem, like so 
many Christians of the present day, to have for- 
gotten. * Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you?' (iii. 16). Nothing could be plainer than 
this. Yet many of them apparently did not 
know it. And the result of this indwelling is 
that the believer, as *the temple of God,' in 
which by His Spirit He dwells, is *holy' 
(ver. 17); and lest any should imagine (as 
some erroneously do) that the * temple of 
God,' in which the Spirit dwells, is rather the 
whole body of Christians than each individual 
believer, the apostle (vi. 19) repeats the solemn 
reminder, * What ! know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in 
you, which ye have of God?' Thus is the 
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believer * joined unto the Lord,' and, through 
the wonderful union of the divine Spirit with 
the human spirit of the man, has become * one 
spirit ' with Him (ver. 1 7). Thus the believers 
become 'members of Christ' (ver. 15). And 
the practical responsibility of this is to avoid 
all unholiness of heart and life. 

Before leaving this passage, let us note most 
carefully how very differently St Paul dealt 
with any unholiness in believers to what many 
modern Christians would do. He does not say, 
as so many would now, that their falling into sin 
was the evidence that they were not Christians 
at all. But in spite of very much that was sad 
in the Corinthians (i Cor. i. 11, iii. 3, iv. 18, 
v. 1,2, vi. 6-8, xi. 18-22, 30 ; 2 Cor. xi. 3, xii. 
20, 21), he recognises them as Christians in 
the fullest sense. 

And what was his remedy for such low 
attainments? Not to seek, as people tell us 
now, 'a fresh baptism of the Spirit,' but to 
remember that already, in spite of their sins, 
their bodies actually were * the members of 
Christ' and *the temple of the Holy Ghost.' 
This was their present and possessed source of 
strength for overcoming sin, which they had 
juever understood, or else had forgotten; and in 
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this power they were to forsake sin, not in order 
to become * the members of Christ ' and * the 
temple of the Holy Ghost* by so doing, but 
because they were really so already. Many weak 
and faltering Christians, conscious of much sin 
and spiritual weakness, would be raised to hope 
and to spiritual power at once if treated in St. 
PauFs way. 

We next come to i Cor. xii. Spiritual gifts 
are the immediate subject But these open 
the whole question of the Spirit's operation and 
power in the believer. And firstly, it is shown 
that just as really as *no man speaking by 
the Spirit of God' could possibly *call Jesus 
accursed,' so it is ' by the Holy Ghost ' alone 
that *any man can say,' with any reality of 
deepest meaning, *that Jesus is the Lord' 
(ver. 3). The language of mere outward pro- 
fession is easy enough ; but the real conversion 
of heart and life which is involved in the 
expression, * Jesus is the Lord,' when rightly 
understood, is only possible by the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit of God. Then, the various ^gifts,' 
* administrations,' and * operations,' manifested 
in the Church, are all ascribed to the working 
of * that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as He will ' (vti^. V-^^N« 
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This prepares the way for the introduction 
of the figure of the human body as illustrating 
the real and spiritual unity of all true Christians 
in and with Christ. In marvellous language, 
Christ is spoken of as including also all real 
Christians as members of His body. As the 
body is one, and is yet composed of many mem- 
bers, 'so also is Christ' (ver. 12). Here Christ, 
the Head, and His members, as making up just 
as really as Himself an integral portion of His 
Body, are spoken of together under the word 
' Christ' And here once more we may well refer 
to the wonderful language of Eph. v. 30, where 
the Church is placed in the same relationship 
to Christ as a man^s * own flesh ' is to the man 
himself. And we must notice how the truth 
that * we are members of His Body ' is further 
enforced to bring out the deep reality of the 
expression by the remarkable words, 'of His 
flesh and of His bones.' (See page 19.) 

Then, this wondrous union between Christ 
and His people is shown to be the direct work 
of the Holy Ghost (ver. 13). It is *by one 
Spirit ' that * we are all baptized into one body,' 
and we * have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit' We must notice the twice repeated 
'all ' here. There is no exceptioiv. Every true 
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Christian has partaken of this * baptism of the 
Spirit,' and is, in fullest reality, a member of 
Christ's body; and where there has been no 
such baptism, there is no real connection with 
the body, whatever outward profession there 
may be. And after practically enforcing the 
mutual dependence of the Head upon the 
members, and of the members upon each other, 
the apostle sums up the whole case thus : * Now 
ye are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular ' (ver. 27). 

Moreover, we must observe the beautiful state- 
ment in ver. 21, which is so easily overlooked, 
that the Head is not independent of the members. 
It cannot say ' to the feet, I have no need of you.' 
This is very remarkable when we remember 
that Christ is the Head (Eph. L 22, 23, v. 23 ; 
Col. i. 18). There is a very real sense, we 
may be sure, in which the humblest believer is 
necessary to Christ, as ^ Head over all things to 
the Church, which is His body.' 

We turn now to 2 Cor. i. 21, 22 (see also 
2 Cor. V. 5). The apostle speaks here with 
special reference to himself and his preaching 
companions. But other passages show that he 
mentions only what he enjoyed in common 
with all believers. He speaks ol l\v^ ¥^55}^ 
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Spirit as having been actually received in His 
divine personality as an anointings a seal, and 
an earnest 

That the anointing was the common heritage 
of all believers is plain from i John ii. 20, 27. 
And for the sealing in the case of all believers, 
see Eph. i. 13, iv. 30.^ The Holy Spirit as 
* the earnest * is also mentioned in the former 
of these passages (ver. 14) as the possession of 
all Christians. 

We do not think that any fine-drawn dis- 
tinctions should be made between these opera- 
tions of the Spirit They all undoubtedly refer 
to the actual possession of the personal indwell- 
ing Holy Ghost by every individual Christian. 
But the expressions may point to different 
aspects of the purposes and results for which 
the Holy Spirit is given. 

The anointing, judging from the Old Testa- 
ment analogy, seems to point to the setting 
apart of believers to be ' kings and priests unto 
God' (Rev. i. 6), consecrating them to this 
*holy' and 'royal priesthood' (i Pet. ii. 5, 9). 

The sealing suggests the present security of 
the believer s position as the recognised child 
of God. 
^ These verses are more fully noliced, ^agis 68 and 102. 
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The earnest points to future security. The 
word so translated described the first instal- 
ment of the purchase money paid over at once 
as the guarantee that the rest should also be 
paid. This figure is used of the Holy Spirit, 
because His presence in the heart is the 
guarantee that the believer shall eventually 
receive in full and actual possession, in spite 
of all appearances and of all feeling to the 
contrary, the entire * salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory' (2 Tim. ii. 10). The 
teaching here is similar to that in the expression 
* the first-finits of the Spirit ' in Rom. viii. 23. 
(See page 47-) 



VIII. 

dCearijtng of tije ^pfetle to tlje 
ffialatians. 

WE come next to the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians, and we notice that the inspired 
apostle assumes, even in the case of those who 
were getting into false views on vital subjects, 
that they had really received the Holy Ghost 
(iiL 2, compare ver. 14). 

Then, in chap, v., he describes the inward 
conflict of believers as a warfare of * the flesh,' 
or their old evil nature, not against the spirit or 
higher nature of the believer, as is so ofl:en sup- 
posed, but against the personal Holy Spirit of 
God within him. Just as * the flesh ' is still in 
the regenerate, as a downward tendency, ever 
ready to draw them into sin, so just as really is 
the personal Holy Ghost in them. And the 
reality of His indwelling is shown by the fact 
that He is the combatant within them against 

the motions of the flesh ; while the reality of the 
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inward conflict lies just in this, that ^ the flesh ' 
and * the Spirit ' are mutually opposed, and are 
always leading the believer in different direc- 
tions. This is the meaning of ver. 17. All 
competent scholars agree that the words of our 
version, * so that ye cannot do the things which 
ye would,' which have led so many to imagine 
that this passage represents the same thought 
as in Rom. vii., should be, in strict accordance 
with the original language, *in order that ye 
should not do the things that ye would.' They 
express the mutual opposition between the 
leadings of the flesh and of the Holy Spirit in 
the renewed heart, and assert that the influence 
of each is that the believer should not do the 
things which he would under the influence of 
the other. 

Though the conflict, however, is real and often 
severe, victory is secure to the believer, inas- 
much as the Holy Spirit of God is more powerful 
than his own evil nature — powerful as that may 
at times appear — and is able to keep it in a 
position of subjection. This is the real difference 
between the conflict of GaL v. which is proper 
Christian experience, and that in Rom. vii. 
which is the struggle of an enlightened conscience 
with the law of God, without the secret of victory. 
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The former describes conflict with uniform 
victory, so long as the walking in the Spirit is 
maintained; the latter, conflict with uniform 
defeat and hopeless despair. 

But the believer's responsibility and privilege 
is to 'walk in the spirit' (ver. i6, and see 
page no), to be occupied with Him, to consult 
Him, to follow His leading ; and in doing so, in 
entire dependence upon the Holy Spirit's power 
to overcome the flesh, he realizes the assurance 
that he ' shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.' 

Then, of course, it will appear at once, in 
connection with these thoughts, how fitly the 
various features of Christian character, detailed 
in vers. 22 and 23, are * the fruits of the Spirit ' 
(see page 21). This could only be on the 
supposition that the Holy Spirit, as a fruit- 
bearing power, was actually indwelling in the 
Christian. 

Again, another evidence of the reality of the 
Spirit's indwelling in the believer is given. He 
so prompts the heart to act rightly in every 
detail, that the believer is said, so far as he is 
Med of the Spirit,* to be *not under the law' 
(ver. 18). In fact, ' the law of the Spirit of life,' 
mentioned Rom. viii. 2, is the law of love. 
This is the grand working principle of real faith 
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(Gal. V. 6). This love, exercised towards God 
and man, raises the believer above the need of 
the restraints of law as his rule for holiness of 
life. In this principle of love, * all the law is 
fulfilled' (Gal. v. 14: see Matt. xxiL 37; Rom. 
xiii. 8-10), and in following the promptings of 
Spirit-taught love, the other * fruit of the Spirit ' 
is produced, against which * there is no law/ 

We must also carefully notice the 25th verse. 
A very remarkable distinction is suggested, and 
a very serious possibility is pointed out. * If 
we live ' (or, are alive) * in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit.'^ Exactly translated, this 
will be, ' If we live by the Spirit ' (as the instru- 
ment or agent of the new birth), * by the Spirit 
also let us walk.' To be a partaker of spiritual 
life, through the Holy Spirit of God, is one 
thing ; but to * also walk ' by Him, as the rule of 
the new life, appears to be another.* They are 
very closely connected, and the latter should 
be the result and consequence of the former. 
They both go together to make up proper 
Christian experience. 

But evidently the apostle points out here a 
danger of there being, in some sense, a living 

1 On * Walking in the Spirit,' see further, page no. 
' A similar caution is given, Col. U. 6. 
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by the Spirit without a walking by Him. And 
he clearly intimates that the latter is not so 
much the necessary outcome of the former, that 
we are to take it for granted that there is the 
walking by Him, even if we are conscious that 
there really is the living by Him. We are rather 
exhorted to see very carefully thai it is so. The 
least neglect on this point must surely result in 
a low type of Christian life^ if not in a course of 
backsliding which may end most bitterly. In 
this we have the real explanation of the long 
distance which so often exists between the pro- 
fession and the practice of so many Christians. 

We may well understand that this walking by 
the Spirit, following upon the living (or being 
alive) by Him, make up that * sowing to the 
Spirit ' ^ (chap. vi. 8), which is the only form of 
Christian experience from which the believer 
may confidently expect that he * shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.' Indeed, the apostle 
points to the walking by the Spirit as the best 
evidence, both to ourselves and to others, of the 
existence of real life by Him. 

^ On * Sowing to the Spirit,' see further, page in. 



IX. 

EtadfiuQ of tfje dBpistlt to tfje 

THE Epistle to the Ephesians will occupy 
us next. 
In the first place (i. 13, iv. 30), there is the 
sealing by the Spirit of all true believers. (On 
this see page 60.) In the former passage it is 
stated that tn Christ they actually had ex- 
perienced this privilege on their believing. No 
special or further experience seems described 
here, but just the uniform attainment of every 
true believer. And this sealing is said to be the 
earnest (or first instalment, as a pledge of the 
bestowal of the whole) of our future inheritance 
in the kingdom of God. (See page 61.) 

The sealing is also mentioned chap. iv. 30, 
Where the practical side of the subject is 
enforced by the exhortation not to ' grieve the 
Holy Spirit ' by any inconsistency of conduct.^ 
1 On 'Grieving the Spint,' ste^\sX>iyv«t,^.XQfi. 
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It is necessary to give a very strong cautioi 
here. This passage (Eph. i. 13) is often usee 
by some to teach that the possession of th< 
Holy Spirit, in His divine personality, is no 
to be considered as a result immediately folloT^i 
ing on every true conversion ; but rather as ai 
after - experience at some future time. Th 
whole theory of that * baptism of the Spirit 
which some teach is to be sought by believer 
as a second experience, over and above cor 
version, is made to rest very much on th 
words, * after that ye believed,' as if an intervi 
of time was expected to elapse between cor 
version and this baptism. But the words d 
not necessarily imply anything of the sort. Th 
exact translation is, * In whom, having believec 
ye were sealed;' and all that is really said : 
that the sealing was subsequent to the believinj 
and the result of it. But beyond this, there 
no hint of any interval between the tw< 
Indeed, the obvious meaning is, that immed 
ately the faith was really exercised on Chris 
the sealing there and then took place. 

Another text generally quoted to prove th 

the * baptism of the Spirit ' is to be sought ! 

a second experience, at some interval aft 

believing, is Acts xix. 2, wYveie ^\v^ ^oxds «sin< 
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ye believed ' are said to imply that there may be 
such faith without the ' baptism of the Spirit,' 
and an interval between the conversion and 
this baptism. But here again it rests on the 
English translation, rather than on the original 
language of the apostle. It should be rendered, 

* having believed ' (or, when ye believed), * did 
ye receive the Holy Ghost?' St Paul evi- 
dently noticed something deficient about the 
character or experience of these * disciples,' 
and on inquiry found out that not only were 
they in ignorance as to the Holy Ghost, but 
that they had not even been baptized in the 
name of Christ, and so were not strictly believers 
at alL To quote their case as a proof that a 

* baptism of the Spirit ' is to be sought as an 
after-experience by the believer in Christ, shows 
a lamentable inexactness in Scripture exposition. 

Then, in chapter ii., the connection of every 
true believer with the Holy Spirit is very plainly 
brought out It is * by (literally, in) one Spirit ' 
that * we both ' {i,e. the Jew and Gentile) * have 
access unto the Father' (ver. i8). And in 
ver. 22 believers without distinction are said to 
be * builded together ' in Christ, * for an habi- 
tation of God through (literally, in) the Spirit' 
Hence it is very plain that where there has 
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been real conversion there has also been very 
real dealing with the Holy Spirit. In the 
former of these passages He is said to be, as 
it were, the element in which the believer has a 
real approach to the Father. In the latter, 
believers are distinctly said to be * an habita- 
tion of God,' t.e, a temple for Him actually to 
dwell in, and the Agent through whom this 
indwelling of God is effected is the Holy Spirit. 
In the person of the Holy Ghost, God dwells in 
His people. With this compare 2 Cor. vL t6. 

We next come to the apostle's prayer for the 
Ephesians (chap. iii. 14-21), in which he prays 
that God would grant them ' to be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man/ 
apparently as the source of the various bless- 
ings at once enumerated as the result of such a 
strengthening. 

Now we must carefully note that this is not 
a prayer that they might receive the Spirit. 
Indeed, it is offered for those who are expressly 
said to have been already * sealed' by the Spirit 
(i 13, iv. 30). But it is a prayer that the Holy 
Spirit in them might put forth mightily His 
power, and accomplish various spiritual results 
which are dependent, more or less, upon the 
activity of that powera 
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We have in this prayer what seems an answer 
\o a most important question. It is often asked 
whether believers should be always praying for 
the Holy Ghost to be given them ; and if not, 
what they are to pray for in connection with 
Him. The only way to arrive at a settlement 
of these questions, as of all others^ is to ^ search 
the Scriptures' carefully. We must examine 
the exhortations of the New Testament, but 
especially the recorded prayers, noticing in the 
former what the believers were exhorted to 
seek, and in the latter what was sought for 
them by the inspired writers. In doing so, 
we shall find that in no one single case after 
Pentecost are believers exhorted to ask for the 
Holy Spirit as a gift not yet received, or to 
seek Him as once received and afterwards 
withdrawn. On the other hand, over and over 
again, the Holy Spirit i5 said to be actually 
dwelling in them. But we shall find that 
believers are exhorted to seek, and prayer is 
also made for this, that the Holy Spirit, already 
dwelling in them, may carry on with power His 
various offices * in the inner man.' 

Indeed, all true prayer on the part of believers 
is to be 'in the Spirit' (Eph. vi. i8; see Jude, 
ver. 20) ) and in prayer the Spirit is even said 
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to pray within us (Rom. viii. 26, 27). Thus 
we understand why the believer is never told to 
pray for the Spirit. 

The statement of our Lord in Luke xi. 13, 
that the Father will give the Holy Spirit *to 
them that ask Him,' is a promise previous to 
the Pentecostal descent of the Spirit It means, 
no doubt, that God will never refuse His Spirit 
to one who sincerely asks for Him. But in face 
of the numerous statements after Pentecost, that 
every believer is a Temple of the Holy Ghost, 
in which the Spirit actually and really dwells, 
we do not understand it to imply that the 
asking and receiving of the Spirit is to be a 
constantly -recurring experience in those who 
have already received Him. And certainly we 
gather that neither St. PauP nor any other 
inspired New Testament vrriter so understood 
our Lord's words. 

The case of the Samaritans (Acts viiL 14-17) 
may be urged in opposition to this. But a 
careful consideration of the passage suggests 
that their case was a very exceptional and 
extraordinary one. Such extraordinary circum- 

1 It is interesting to note that as St. Luke was St. 
Paul's travelling companion, it would be with his Gospel 
that the great sli^H^ would be mote specially familiar. 
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Stances seem to have marked any new dispen- 
sation of the Spirit. It must be remembered 
that this was the first extension of the newly- 
formed Christian Church to the Samaritans, 
who were a mixed race, standing midway 
between the Jewish people and the Gentiles. 
In such a case, which was the first introduction 
of the Samaritan people to Pentecostal blessing, 
we may well suppose that the circumstances 
were special Those who had been baptized 
in the name of Jesus did not receive the Holy 
Spirit until two apostles from Jerusalem came 
and prayed and laid their hands upon them. 
But such a mission of apostles does not seem 
to have been regarded as a necessity in other 
cases of the Gospel being received in any city 
under the preaching of Philip, or of any other 
evangelist 

It may be noted also that, in a general way, 
special circumstances accompanied the first 
introduction of the Gentiles to the great Pente- 
costal blessing (Acts x. 44-47). In this case 
the Holy Spirit came upon them previous to 
any expression of faith in baptism. But these 
special cases must not be mistaken for the rule. 

We now come to the words which form the 
title of this volume. It will be ^ell \a '^^ 
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them a very full and careful consideration, as 
so much depends upon a right imderstanding of 
this most important point in the spiritual life. 

And here, at once, we must again notice, as 
in the prayer of chapter iii. i6, that this is not 
an exhortation to seek the Holy Spirit, as not 
yet received, or as having been once received, 
and afterwards lost The advice is addressed 
to those who had been, and still were, ' sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise' (i. 13, iv. 30). 
Neither is it an exhortation to seek any * fresh 
baptism of the Spirit,' as the apostle is speaking 
to those who once for all * by one Spirit ' had 
been *all baptized into one body' (i Cor. 
xii. 13; compare *body, Spirit, baptism,' Eph. 
iv. 4, s) ; otherwise they would not have been 
Christians at all. 

It will help us in our inquiry, if we examine 
the use of such expressions as * full of,' or * filled 
with,' the Holy Ghost, in the New Testament. 

We shall not now speak of these expressions 
as applied to our Lord, as we shall call atten- 
tion to them further on (page 113). 

Nor shall we dwell upon their use before 

Pentecost, as in the case of John the Baptist 

(from his very birth, Luke i. 15), or of his 

p^ents, £i2zabeth (yer. 41) and Zacharias 
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(ver. 67). These cases, like all those in Old 
Testament times, throw no light upon the state 
of things after the Personal descent of the Holy 
Ghost, as a permanent indwelling reality in the 
bodie§ of all believers in Christ 

With the exception of this passage in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, the expression is only 
used in the Acts of the Apostles. 

It first occurs in the account of the day 
of Pentecost (ii. 4), when all the assembled 
believers without exception were partakers of 
the blessing. Next it describes Peter's spiritual 
condition, apparently after an interval of some 
days (as we should gather from chap. ii. 42-47), 
when addressing the Council, after the healing 
of the lame man (iv. 8); and in the same 
chapter (ver. 31) it is used of all the disciples, 
after Peter and John had returned *to their 
own company,' and prayer had been made. It 
was named as the necessary qualification for 
the seven deacons (vL 3) ; and Stephen is par- 
ticularly mentioned as * a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost' (ver. 5), and again (viu 55) 
at the moment of his death. Then Ananias 
tells Saul that he was to 'be filled with the 
Holy Ghost' (ix. 17), and we do not read of 
any particular occasion or ceremony^ otherwise 
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than his confession of faith in Baptism, as the 
occasion of his being so filled. It is employed 
of the apparently uniform experience of Barna- 
bas, who was described as 'a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith ' (xL 24). 
Once again, it is used of Paul on the occasion 
of his visit to Paphos (xiii. 9) ; and lastly, it is 
used as a general statement of the experience 
of * the disciples ' (xiii. 52). These are the only 
uses of the expression in the New Testament, 
as applied to believers. 

A careful consideration of these passages 
shows us that, after Pentecost, the expression is 
used not generally, if indeed it is at all, of any 
exceptional or special spiritual conditions, but 
rather as descriptive of what ought to be the 
ordinary uniform experience of every rightly 
instructed and faithful disciple. At the same 
time, from this qualification being named as 
necessary in those who were to be chosen as 
the deacons, it is implied that there might be 
some believers of whom it could not truthfully 
be said that they were ^filled with the Holy 
Ghost.' But this is only to say that there were 
some who had not yet realized what should be 
the uniform experience of every true believer. 

But what does being * filled with the Holy 
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Ghost ' mean ? It is clearly not a question of 
possessing Him at all or not, but something 
over and above this, a condition of those in 
whom He is said, in the deepest reality of the 
expression, already to dwell. Some have 
pressed too strongly the idea conveyed by the 
filling of a vessel with water, and have spoken 
of some as having * less of the Spirit ' than 
others, or of seeking *more of the Spirit' for 
themselves or others. And this has led many 
to suppose that what the believer possesses is 
rather the influence of the Spirit than the actual 
Person of the Holy Ghost Himself. But such 
expressions as ' less of the Spirit ' or * more of 
the Spirit ' (like a great many others in popular 
religious language) are nowhere in the Scrip- 
tures. The only contrast in the New Testament 
is between those who have *not the Spirit of 
Christ,' and therefore are 'none of His,' and 
those in whom He actually dwells (see Rom. 
viii. 9). But since the Holy Ghost is not a 
mere divine influence, but an actual Person of 
the Godhead, who either dwells in the heart or 
does not, to have 'less' or 'more' of Him 
seems scarcely intelligible, as in His divine 
Personality He is, we may suppose, incapable 
of such division. 
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We are therefore led to some other explana- 
tion of being ' filled with the Spirit' 

In seeking this, it is well to observe that the 
idea of the believer being "full* or * filled' is 
not confined to the Holy Spirit, but is fer more 
often used of various Christian graces. We find 
it used also in connection with 'light* (Matt 
vi. 22 ; Luke xi. 36); *joy ' (Acts ii. 28, xiii. 52 ; 
2 Tim. i. 4) ; * wonder and amazement * (Acts 
iii. 10); 'wisdom' (vi. 3); 'faith' (vL 6-8); 
* power ' (ver. 8) ; * good works and alms-deeds ' 
(ix. 36); 'goodness and all knowledge' (Rom. 
XV. 14); ' mercy '(Jas. iii. 17); 'glory' (i Pet. 
i. 8); 'comfort' (2 Cor. vii. 4); 'all the fulness 
of God' (Eph. iii. 19) ; 'the fruits of righteous- 
ness' (Phil. i. 11); 'the knowledge of His will' 
(Col. i. 9) ; the ' company ' of fellow-Christians 
(Rom. XV. 24); and 'heaviness' (Phil. ii. 26).* 

After carefully comparing these passages, we 
observe that 'full' or 'filled' is a common 

^ The expression is also used in a bad sense, connected 
with * darkness * (Matt. vi. 23 ; Luke xi. 34) ; ' all un- 
righteousness ' (see Rom. i. 29); 'indignation' (Acts 
V. 17); *envy' (xiii. 45); *all subtilty and mischief 
(xiii. 10) ; * wrath ' (xix. 28) ; * envy, murder ' (see Rom. 
i. 29) ; * adultery ' (2 Pet. ii. 14) ; * deadly poison * (Jas. 
iii. 8). Satan is said to have * filled ' the heart of 
Ananias (Acts v. 3). 
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Scripture expression to denote the abundant 
exhibition of any particular spiritual or mental 
condition. It described those who were speci- 
ally tinder the influence of such a condition. 
And when used in connection with the Holy 
Spirit, it seems to mean the condition, not of 
those who have the Spirit as distinguished from 
those who have not, but of those whd, already 
in possession of the indwelling Spirit, are more 
specially under His controlling influence. 

If, then, we were asked very briefly to express 
the true meaning of being * filled with the 
Spirit,' We should say that it involved, hot our 
having * more of the Spirit,* but rather the Spirit 
having more of us. There is a vast difference 
between the two ; and many who earnestly seek 
this * fulness of the Spirit ' fail to see this. They 
are longing, praying, waiting, for God to give 
them something more: when, in order to be 
'filled with the Spirit,' they must give Him 
something more than they have given already. 

Thus appears the believer's responsibility in 
the matter. To *be filled with the Spirit' is 
not the apostle's advice merely to the Ephesians. 
It is not even an exhortation simply. It is not 
only an invitation to enter into an unspeakably 
blessed privilege. It is more than these^ — a 
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positive command, requiring their implicit 
obedience. He does not vrrite as if it were a 
matter beyond their control, but one which they 
are to see is indeed a reality in their experience. 
First of all, they must give Him a fuller trust, 
and then an entire surrender of themselves to 
His will and service. This is the real secret of 
the whole matter ; and until this is better under- 
stood there will be very much lacking in the 
believer's experience. 

The believer, then, who would be * filled with 
the Spirit ' must not set about seeking anything 
which he has not already got. He must rather 
make more use of what is already his own, in 
real and actual possession. And if he finds in 
the Scriptures the statement, over and over 
again, that the Holy Spirit is really given to 
every believer, he must simply believe it to be a 
reality in his own case. 

Then, starting from this, and placing implicit 
and childlike reliance upon the Word of God 
upon the subject, he must wholly consecrate 
himself to God. All his bodily and mental 
powers must be yielded up to Him. All known 
or suspected sin must be laid aside. Every 
wish or inclination which would 'grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God' (Eph. iv. 30), must be put 
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awaty. He must be willing in all things to be 
* led by the Spirit of God * (Rom. viii. 14). He 
must yield himself up to the control of the 
Holy Ghost in every detail of his life and con- 
versation, so that the Spirit of God may work 
unhindered in his heart. 

Many earnest Christians who have for years 
waited and prayed for what they called *a 
baptism of the Spirit/ have at last found out the 
secret of simple faith and true consecration, and 
have, as a result, been conscious of new joy 
and peace. And this they have thought to be 
$ome Afresh baptism' so long expected. But 
we believe that the right explanation is the one 
which we have given, and that if all believers 
would only really believe the most explicit state- 
ments of Scripture, that the Holy Ghost actually 
dwells in them, by virtue of their being God's 
children *by faith in Christ Jesus' (compare 
Gal. iiL 26 with iv. 6), and would jdeld up 
themselves as we have described, we should 
have thousands testifying at once that they had 
a new 'joy and peace in believing' and a new 
power in service, such as they never knew before. 

The reality of the Holy Spirit's indwelling is 
not a matter of feeling, but of faith. With 
espect to it, the believer must act just as we 

F 



82 'filled with the spirit.' 

advise the anxious soul to act with regard to 
the forgiveness of sins. We say that there 
must be no waiting to *feel' forgiven, but a 
simple reliance upon God's promise of pardon, 
and a belief, apart from all feelings, that it is 
something very real So of the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in the believer. It is a glorious 
fact, whether we *feel' it or not. And apart 
from all 'feeling' on the subject, we are to 
believe that it is so, and to act as if it were true. 
And as we yield up every power of mind and 
body to the direction of the Spirit, we shall 
learn experimentally and practically what it 
means to be * filled with the Spirit.' 

We next come to 'praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit' (Eph. 
vi. 1 8). This is not addressed to any Christians 
specially advanced, more than others, in spiritual 
experience; but to all those who are really 
Christians at all. is this privileged dealing with 
the Spirit in prayer a glorious reality. It need 
hardly be pointed out how real and close a 
personal connection with the Holy Ghost is 
implied in this. The same may be said of the 
expression, * praying in the Holy Ghost ' (Jude, 
ver. 20; see further, p. tqS). 



X. 

2CeacI|infl of tfie remaininfl Epistles. 

WE must hasten through the remaining 
notices of the Holy Spirit's connection 
with the believer in the New Testament. 

Coming next to the Epistle to the Philippians, 
we find St. Paul, in his own case, speaks of * the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ' (i. 19). It 
is a disputed point (in fact, it might be either) 
whether he means the constant supply by the 
Spirit of the gifts and graces necessary for the 
working out of his 'own salvation,' or of the 
supply of the Spirit of God Himself, as the thing 
supplied. Even in the latter sense, it would 
only express his confidence that the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, already dwelling in his heart, 
would be graciously continued to him. It is no 
longing after * a baptism of the Spirit,' as some 
experience he had not yet reached. 

Then, after speaking of 'fellowship of the 
Spirit ' (i.e. participation m Him ^xi^ ^o's.^^ss^^'^ 

»3 
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of Him, chap. ii. i), he mentions as one of the 
marks of a true Christian that he * worships ' (or 
renders divine homage) * in ' (or by) * the Spirit 
of God.'^ Here the teaching is the same as 
Eph. vi. 1 8 and Jude, ver. 20 (see page 108). 

We will only just call attention in passing to 
the fact that the ' love ' of the Colossians is said 
to be *in the Spirit* (Col. 1. 8), and the *joy* 
of the Thessalonians 'in the Holy Ghost' (i 
Thess. L 6; as also Rom. xv. 17). The real 
and personal connection of the believer with 
the Holy Spirit is here so plainly indicated. 
In fact, we have mention of two Christian graces 
included among * the fruit ' which the indwelling 
Spirit produces (Gal. v. 22, 23). 

We then come to the direct statement of 
I Thess. iv. 8. This, be it noticed, is no 
appeal, as is often made in these days, to lay 
aside every unholiness, in order that there may 
be no hindrance to the * baptism of the Spirit.' 
But it is just the other way. The whole force 
of the exhortation to holiness (as also in i Cor. 
iii. 1 6, vi. 18-20; Eph. iv. 30) lies in the fact 
that God has ' given unto us His Holy Spirit' 

^ This is the trae reading in the original of this verse, 
and is Adopted by most scholars. The Revised Vcrsior\ 
has it 
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The distinction is most important ; as a mistake, 
however well intended, on this point, tends to 
turn Evangelical obligation, which is always on 
account of grace already received, into a system 
of legality, and therefore of uncertainty. Let 
us remember, then, that we are to be holy, not 
to get by it the Holy Ghost, or we could never 
be sure that we had attained the measure of 
sanctification required for this ; and indeed 
without His indwelling presence we can never 
be holy at all, in the right sense of the word. 
But we are to * follow after holiness' (Heb. 
xiL 14), because the Holy Spirit has, of God's 
undeserved grace, been imparted to us, as the 
power by which God * worketh in ' us * both to 
will and to do,' ue. both to renew our wills to 
desire holiness, and to enable us also to carry it 
out (PhiL ii. 13). 

The intimate connection between the Holy 
Spirit and every real partaker of salvation is 
clearly taught in 2 Thess. ii. 13; and with this 
we may compare Tit. iii. 5, and i Pet i. 2 
and 22, where the believer is said to be 'chosen 
to salvation through' (literally, in) * sanctification 
of the Spirit' Sanctification by the indwelling 
Holy Ghost is the means whereby, and the ele- 
ment through which, the believer finally reaches 
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the salvation to which he has been chosen. 
This passage shows plainly that the personal 
operation of the Holy Ghost is something very 
real in the case of every one of the saved, and 
not a higher or after experience to be sought by 
any subsequent spiritual exercises. 

Then St Paul's statement to Timothy, com- 
pared with other passages which we have pointed 
out, in which the same is said of every true 
believer, leads us to think that he is speaking 
of nothing specially ministerial or peculiar 
about his own experience and that of his young 
convert. The *us' (2 Tim. i. 14), without 
doubt, refers to that indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost, which he always insisted was the privi- 
lege of every believer. 

The next passage bearing on the subject is 
Tit. iii. 5, 6. In this the apostle clearly states 
that regeneration (without which there can be 
no salvation at all, John iii. 3, 5) involves a 

• renewing of the Holy Ghost ; ' and that this 
means the Holy Ghost 'shed abundantly' (or 
richly) on us. It must again be noted that the 
word in the original language here, translated 

* shed^ is the very same word used of the Pente- 
costal outpouring of the Spirit (Acts ii. 17; see 

pages 40, 41, footnote). It clearly shows that 
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believers, converted after Pentecost, and living 
in other localities, are just as really endowed 
with the indwelling Spirit, as those who actually 
partook of the Pentecostal blessing at Jerusalem. 
Then there is that very solemn passage in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews (vi. 4). It does not 
refer, we may well suppose, to any temporary 
backsliding into coldness of heart or even 
actual sin, but to an open and wilful apostasy 
from the Christ. But it is to be noticed that 
the sacred writer distinctly describes those 
spoken of as having been * made partakers of 
the Holy Ghost.' Thus he indicates a very 
real and solemn participation of the Holy 
Ghost, even in the case of some who may 
eventually become apostates from the faith. 
The equally solemn passage (x, 29) about 

* doing despite unto the Spurit of grace,' is very 
much to the same effect. It will be considered 
further on, page 99. 

Next, in the Epistle by St. James (iv. 5), we 
must accept the almost unanimous judgment of 
scholars, and translate the second clause of the 
verse, * the Spirit (of God) who dwelleth in us 
jealously yearns^ over, or desires, us.' Of 

^ The Greek word here translated, in our version, 

* lusteth,' occurs elsewhere, always in a ^ood setis,e« It. 
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course, the doctrine of the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit does not rest upon a single verse 
like this ; but as that doctrine is so gloriously 
certain from other passages, it is very interesting 
to see how it comes out in a right understanding 
of this one. 

Again, in two places, St. John very clearly 
states the precious truth which we are consider- 
ing. He tells us, firstly, * Hereby we know that 
He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath 
given us' (i John iii. 24);, and afterwards, 
* Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and 
He in us, because He hath given us of His 
Spirit' (iv. 13). Nothing could be plainer 
than this. Nor are we to understand this as 
any exceptional, occasional, special, or more 
advanced experience ; but simply the condition 
of every one who is really a child of God The 

is found Rom. i. 11 ('long'); 2 Cor. v. 2 ('earnestly 
desiring*), ix. 14 ('long after*); Phil. i. 8 ('long 
after ') ; I Thess. iii. 6 ('desiring greatly *) ; 2 Tim. i. 4 
('greatly desiring*); i Pet. ii. 2 ('desire'). These are 
the only other passages in which it is used. It expresses 
an earnest longing after what is known and loved. St 
James, is teaching that Christians, in whom the Spirit of 
God dwells, should regard themselves as so longed after 
by Him as to prevent their giving their affections to this 
fvorJd, 
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indwelling Holy Spirit gives the believer a con- 
scious assurance of the reality of the union 
which exists between God and his own soul. 
The teaching recalls that of our Lord in John 
xiv. 20 (see page 20). 

We have now gone through all the passages 
in the New Testament which speak of the 
reality of the Holy Spirit's indwelling in the 
believer. We have seen how many such 
passages there are, and that their language is 
most clear and emphatic, liable to no miscon- 
ception. On the other hand, it can be shown 
that in no single passage in the New Testament 
subsequent to Pentecost is there any hint that 
a true Christian is to seek the Holy Spirit as 
not yet received, or as having been received 
and subsequently lost. 

The whole doctrine of *the baptism of the 
Spirit,' which is so much spoken about in the 
present day, as a blessing to be sought and 
waited for, is based upon no Scripture. Indeed, 
it rests upon the grave mistake of placing the 
believer now in the same position as that of the 
disciple during the few days' interval between 
our Lord's ascension and the coming down of 
the Holy Spirit. Then, indeed, they were to 
wait till they were * endued with power from oa 
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high ' (Luke xxiv. 49). But it is a simple per- 
version of Scripture, when texts which refer to 
that period are quoted (as they often are) to 
prove that every believer in the present dis- 
pensation (which had not then commenced) is 
to seek and wait for a similar experience. 

Rather let us believe the plain declarations of 
Scripture, and rejoice in the fact that, if we are 
Christians at all, not in name only, but in 
reality, we are the happy possessors of an 
indwelling, personal Holy Ghost And let us 
live and work more and more in that conscious- 
ness of it, which simple faith, exercised upon 
the express declaration of God*s Word, will 
always inspire. 



XL 

practical attttulres totoarlrs tfje .Spirit. 

AFTER having carefully reviewed the many 
passages of Scripture which declare the 
reality of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 
the believer, we will proceed to notice the 
various practical attitudes with respect to Him 
which are mentioned by the sacred writers as 
possible to exist in the conduct of men. 

In doing so, it will be well very carefully to 
distinguish between those which are spoken of in 
connection with believers, and those which are 
said of unbelievers. Much confusion has arisen 
through neglecting these distinctions; and on 
this subject, as on almost every other, one hears 
texts often quoted without due attention to this 
most necessary point. 

We will begin with those attitudes of heart 
towards the Holy Spirit which are spoken of 
with respect to unbelievers. 

Resistance. *Ye do always resist the Holv 

9^ 
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Ghost' (Acts vii. 51). The word in the original 
language, translated * resist,' means literally * fall 
against,' and implies determined opposition and 
hostility. It is used nowhere else in the New 
Testament This was the charge brought by 
Stephen against those who were opposing the 
truth of the Gospel. This is not said of true 
believers, or even of merely professing Chris- 
tians. But it is a very solemn description of 
the state of the natural heart, which Gospel 
preachers, and indeed all who in any way 
endeavour to speak for God, continually meet. 
It takes various forms. In some cases, a 
violent opposition, with bodily harm, such as 
Stephen encountered, is still offered to the 
truth. At other times, the opposition, though 
just as real, takes a milder form, such as con- 
tempt, ridicule, hindrance, and even apparently 
very civil neglect. But in all cases, the con- 
science is resisting the truth which the Spirit of 
God is bringing home to it, in the process of 
convincing it of sin (see John xvi. 8). And the 
opposition is not to be regarded as against the 
preacher, or even against the truth preached, 
but against the Holy Spirit Himself. 

If any readers of this book should still be 
refusing a thorough submission of mind and 
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heart to Gospel truth, in spite of inward con- 
viction of heart that it is true, the writer would 
here most earnestly ask them to yield them- 
selves to the influence of the Holy Ghost, and 
* resist ' Him no longer. 

While this aspect of the matter is a very 
solemn one for the hearer of the Gospel, it is 
equally so for the believer, in every sort of 
testimony for Christ which calls men to repent 
To be the agent of the Holy Ghost ! That 
resistance against us should be to resist Him ! 
Surely we tread upon holy ground, when we 
speak in any way for God to the heart of man ; 
and we need to see that we are * filled with the 
Spirit,' as the only real power for the work. 

Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, Of this 
we read Matt xii. 31, 32, and in the parallel 
passage Mark iii. 29; also Luke xiL 10. We 
are glad of the opportunity of speaking on this 
subject, because it ought to be clearly under- 
stood both by the decided Christian in his 
dealing with souls, as well as by the anxious 
who are seeking for peace. So many seekers 
after God are perplexed by it; and some are 
kept back from a downright acceptance of 
Christ by some secret fear that they have 
committed what is commonly called *the sin 
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against the Holy Ghost,' or * the unpardonable 
sin.' 

Now, it must be remarked that these expres- 
sions belong only to popular religious phrase- 
ology, but are not found in the Scriptures. 
They are used in what is called * Theology,' but 
are not in the Bible. 

What is alluded to in our Lord's solemn 
warning does not seem to be any sort, howeyer 
deep, of moral wrong. He distinctly says, in 
the very same passage, * All manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men ' (Matt 
xii. 31 ; see also Mark iil 29). So that no 
consciousness of the darkest sins, nor yet any 
long-continued neglect of religious truth, need 
lead any anxious soul to despair of forgiveness : 
neither need the Christian give up in despair 
the most apparently hopeless case. 

We must very carefully note that in all the 
three evangelists quoted above, what is said to 
be beyond forgiveness is not spoken of as * sin ' 
at all, as we generally understand the word; 
although, of course, the offence named is per- 
haps the deepest possible expression of sin. 
The words * blasphemy ' and * blasphemeth ' are 
alone used. And it is especially said that all 
ot/ier blasphemy of every sqt\ ^ sVi^V b^ ^ot^ven 
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unto men.' Hence we are to understand that 
some sort of language, expressly directed against 
the Holy Ghost, of a reviling and defamatory 
kind, is intended. 

And when we examine the circumstance which 
led to the statement by our Lord, we observe 
that the offence was committed not by those 
who were disciples even by outward profession 
only, but by our Lord's most persistent and 
bitter opponents. These were men who had 
every possible evidence to convince them of 
His divine power, especially in the casting out 
of the evil spirits. But they would not be con- 
vinced, and so * resisted the Holy Ghost * (Acts 
vii. 51), in the milder sense. But they went 
further than this. They endeavoured to set the 
people against Christ, by deliberately attributing 
what He so manifestly did by *the Spirit of 
God ' to the agency of Satan himself. 

This was not the mere thoughtless opposition 
of the ordinary opponent of the Gospel. It was 
a determined and wilful attempt, in spite of the 
clearest evidence to the contrary, to revile the 
power of the Holy Ghost, as exhibited in Christ, 
by identifying it with the working of Satan. 

This was the 'blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghgst' )yhich our Lo^rd ^o §olemnlY d^claxed 
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* shall not be forgiven.' St. Mark distinctly 
asserts this, when he adds the brief comment, 
' Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit' 
(iii. 30). 

We come now to the question, so interesting 
to the Christian worker, as well as to the anxious 
seeker, as to the possibility of this ' blasphemy ' 
being still committed.^ And we would express, 
with the deepest desire to expound rightly the 
Word of God, our decided doubt whether it is 
now possible at all, unless, of course, it takes 
exactly the same form, and is, as formerly, 
directed against our Lord's actual work on 
earth. Whether it is possible in any attack 
upon, or opposition to, the work of the Gospel 
preacher, or of any human witness for God's 
truth, is fairly open to question. Our best work 
for God is so mixed up with sin and short- 
comings, and it is always accompanied by so 
many instances of false and temporary pro- 
fession, and is too often misrepresented before 
the world by inconsistent and worldly-minded 
Christians. The evidences, therefore, of the 
reality of God's truth are always more or less 
obscured by the human agent himself, as well 
as by the supposed fruits of his work. And 
hh, wc may suppose, must necessarily make 
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the guilt even of the persistent opponent of the 
Gospel in the present day many degrees less 
than in the case of our Lord's preaching, and 
probably in its most malignant form to fall 
short of *the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost.' 

Moreover, in our dealing with souls perplexed 
upon this question, we may safely assert that 
the very fact of any real anxiety lest one has 
committed the offence is the sure sign that it is 
not so. A conscience tender upon the subject 
may be certainly advised to dismiss the fear, 
and to turn immediately with childlike faith to 
the promises of God in Christ, and to believe 
the most blessed declaration of our Lord Him- 
self, that *all sins shall be forgiven unto the 
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever 
they shall blaspheme' (Mark iii. 28). 

We have dealt with this subject at greater 
length than was at first intended, because we 
feel the importance of a clear understanding of 
it, and because so much confusion exists about 
it in so many minds. 

We shall now pass on to examine those 
dispositions towards the Holy Spirit which are 
mentioned in the Scriptures in connection either 
with mere professors or willi itaX b^WsN^x^. 

G 
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In these connections we have some very 
solemn statements ; and, in order to understand 
them rightly, we must remember the important 
and very real distinction between the mere pro- 
fession of the Gospel and a true conversion of 
heart to God. Many who lose sight of this 
distinction get much confused. They believe 
(and rightly enough) that Christ's true sheep 
'shall never perish' (John x. 28). And yet 
they read many statements which would seem 
to imply that they might perish. 

There is really no difficulty, when we remem- 
ber that the New Testament Scriptures speak 
for the most part to men simply on their pro- 
fession. They describe the present blessedness 
and the future hope of the Christian, but every- 
where couple this with solemn warnings against 
unreality, and the terrible possibilities of a pro- 
fession which does not result in true conversion 
of heart. And we gather from it all, that while 
not one of those who are really Christ's shall 
ever perish, it is possible to fall away from the 
very highest profession of religion, if it falls 
short, of real conversion to God. 

In the light of this thought we will turn to 
those expressions which seem to refer to the 
case of the outward professor. 
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Doing despite ufito the Spirit of grace (Heb. 
X. 29). This is a very strong word in the 
original language. It means heaping insult and 
reproach. But it is without doubt used in con- 
nection with those who had made a decided 
profession of Christ. A receiving of the know- 
ledge of the truth (ver. 26) is clearly implied, 
and a partaking, in some measure at least, of 
the sanctifying influences of the Gospel (ver. 29, 
and compare vi. 4, 5). We must not overlook 
or deny this, as some seem to do, to make it fit 
in with the truth that Christ's sheep shall never 
perish. The possibility is clearly suggested of 
falling entirely away, after going so far in 
religious profession. And such a falling away 
is called insulting or reproaching the Spirit of 
Grace. 

Two things must be noticed — (i) that not 
moral transgression apparently is spoken of in 
ver. 26 as * sinning wilfully,' except, of course, 
so far as this may harden the heart, and lead 
on to the other, but rather an open and wilful 
apostasy from Christ; and (2) it is not dis- 
tinctly stated that such apostasy actually did 
take place in the case of those who had gone 
so far in Christian profession. It is only said 
what would be the condition, if such a ?»tate. ^1 
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things should occur. It is a warning. And 
God's promises and warnings are, as it were, 
the two hedges which keep His people in the. 
narrow path. Only we are too apt to dwell 
upon the promises and lose sight of the 
warnings. But, rightly understood, the one 
are as needful as the other. 

Let us all heed the warning. At the same 
time, let us compare with it the instruction of 
the Apostle Peter (2 Pet. i. 10), to *give all 
diligence to make our calling and election 
sure ; ' especially noticing that, if we * do these 
things,' as described in vers. 5-9, we shall 
^ never fall* And let us use the warning, as 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews does, 
to stir up Gospel professors of every sort to see 
that they are real. 

Lying to the Holy Ghost . . . tempting the 
Spirit of God (Acts v. 3, 9). We put these 
together as referring to the same thing. They 
are only used once, in the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira. The terribly solemn lesson from 
their case is not only, as is so often assumed, 
the wickedness of telling a lie, in a general way, 
bad as that is. It is the fact that their lie was 
in a special sense told to the Holy Ghost, 
whom the apostle so emphaUc^VVj s^oke of as 
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being God (compare vers. 3 and 9). The 
special act of deceit was but the manifestation 
of the fearful lie of z. false profession. The mere 
professor forgets that God's eyes are * upon the 
truth ' (Jer. v. 3), and that He sees the actual 
state of the case. And an unreal profession is 
the most solemn lie that can possibly be acted 
out It is * tempting the Spirit of God ; ' that 
is, putting Him to the test, as to whether He 
shall discover the unreality or not It is 
dealing with God as if He were merely human, 
and unable to detect the fraud. Let us take 
heed that we ourselves are real; and let us 
warn others most earnestly against the unreality 
before God the Holy Ghost of professing 
religion with a heart not yielded wholly to Him, 



XII. 

^t Belieber's practical Scalings 
iDttl) tiff Spirits 

WE now cc»ne to those dispositions 
towards the Holy Spirit which are 
undoubtedly spoken of in connection with the 
true believer. 

Here, again, we find some unspeakably 
solemn warnings, which we will first consider. 

Griroing the Spirit (Eph. iv. 30). While 
the opponent of the Gospel is said to resist the 
Spirit (page 91), and the professor of religion, 
lapsing into apostasy, to insult Him (page 99), 
the true believer is cautioned against grieving 
Him. That this is not spoken of the mere 
empty professor is plain from the statement 
about the Spirit which follows, * whereby ' 
(literally, in whom) * ye were ^ sealed unto the 
day of redemption.' The sealing is spoken of 
as no exceptional or advanced experience of 

^ This, and not * are sealed * (as in our Authorised 
Version), is the right transla^on ol iVve ot\^xva\ l^iv^uage. 
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some of them, but as the common privilege of 
all believers, and as necessarily following upon 
the fact of their being believers at all. It is 
mentioned, too, as a past experience, but as 
one which was to continue without fail right on 
to * the day of redemption.' 

It is beautiful to notice this blessed assurance; 
because we should rather have expected (and 
some speak to believers as if it had really been 
written so) * grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
lest He should forsake you.' But instead of 
this, we have a distinct statement of a secure 
and permanent sealing by the Spirit Indeed, 
the fact of this sealing having so really taken 
place is not only the condition which alone 
makes such a grieving to be possible; but it 
forms also the urgently strong motive for avoid- 
ing a possibility so sad, and, at the same time, 
actually supplies the power in which to avoid 
it. Here again, be it noticed, as in i Cor. 
vi 15-20 (see page 56), the apostle exhorts 
believers to holiness, not in order to obtain the 
Spirit's indwelling presence. But he first insists 
upon the sealing being a reality ; and then he 
exhorts them upon the ground of it, and in the 
strength of it, to act consistently with it. 

Not only is the personality of tVv^ KoVj ^^^\s>^ 



I04 'filled with the spirit.' 

very clearly revealed by the very idea of grieving 
Him, but the reality of His indwelling is, of 
course, taken for granted. Very close and inti- 
mate must be the mutual relationship when any 
misconduct on the believer's part * grieves ' the 
Spirit. 

Moreover, there is something very touching 
about the very word (in the original language) 
which is chosen to express the results of the 
careless, inconsistent living of His sealed ones 
on the Holy Spirit Himself. He is said to be 
grieved;'^ and any one who will carefully study 

' It is the word used to express the * sorrowful * in 
Matt. XX vi. 37, of our Lord at the Garden of Geth- 
semane. It is used also of the disciples* sorrow on 
hearing of Christ's approaching death (Matt. xvii. 23; 
so also in our Lord's description of their state on the 
night of His betrayal, John xvi. 22), and being told by 
Him that one of them should betray Him (Matt. 
xxvi. 22 ; Mark xiv, 19) ; of the sorrow of the rich 
young man who 'went away' from Christ (Matt xix. 
22 ; Mark x. 22, tr. * grieved^) ; of St. Peter's being 
* grieved ' at the third repetition of our Lord's question, 
* Lovest thou Me ? ' (John xxi. 17); of the 'sorrow' or 
'grief' of the Corinthians, after being shown their sin 
in its true light by St. Paul (2 Cor. ii. 2, 4, 5, vii. 8, 9, 
11). It is also translated * sorry, ^ Matt. xiv. 9, xviii. 
31 ; * sorrowful,* 2 Cor. vi. 10 ; * sorrow,* i Thess. iv. 13; 
^^/'Afi^^^Z Rom, xiv. 15 ; * in heavmess,* i Pet. i. 6. 
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the references given in the footnote will see, 
from the various uses of the word in the New 
Testament, how real must be the Spirit's grief, 
or sorrow, over the sins of God's children. 

To understand what * grieving' the Spirit 
means, the whole context should be very care- 
fully studied from Eph. iv. 17 to vi. 10. The 
practical side of the religion of Christ (the 
'walking,' iv. 17) is so fully described, both as 
to personal separation of heart from secret sins, 
and also as to the relative duties of family and 
social life, This makes it plain that grieving of 
the Spirit finds its realization in the neglect, in 
any particular, of practical obedience ; that is, 
in the indulgence either in the inner life, or in 
our outward relationship with others, of any 
habit or conduct which is inconsistent with that 
life of holiness and love which should result 
from real faith in Christ. 

And let us remember that, while grieving the 
Spirit, we cannot, in any real sense, be said to 
be ' filled with ' Him, although we have been 
* sealed ' by Him. Thus, in the power of the 
already indwelling Spirit, and in simple reliance 
upon His teaching and strength, we must lay 
aside all the habits and the conduct by which 
we know, or even suspect, ourselves to be 
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'grieving' Him. Then, and then only, can 
we experience the 'fulness of the Spirit,* 
either for the comfort and happiness of our 
own hearts, or as a power for jojrful testimony 
to others, or for successful service in winning 
souls to Christ. 

Quenching the Spirit (i Thess. v. 19). Here 
is another very sad possibility on the believer's 
part. It is a caution addressed to those who 
were all ' children of the light ' and * of the day ' 
(vers. 5, 6); and whom God had 'not appointed 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation ' (ver. 9). We 
do not therefore think that this caution refers 
to an extinguishing of the Spirit Himself as 
personally dwelling in the believer's heart 
Almost all commentators take it as referring 
to the hindering in any way of the Spirif s 
manifestations and workings. This seems to 
be the idea from the connection of the words 
with 'Despise not prophesyings,' which im- 
mediately follows. The prophesying of the 
apostolic age was one of the most remarkable 
of the manifestations of the Spirit ; and it was 
necessary to warn believers against hindering or 
making light of it 

There are various ways in which we too may 
'quench the Spirit,' by luivdeim^'RAsxsi^.wvfes- 



' QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT.' IO7 

tation of Himself through the means which 
He employs to exhibit it. The believer himself 
is very largely the means employed by the 
Spirit to manifest Himself in the world (see 
page 35); and the believer who fails to exhibit 
the Spirit's presence and power, in an out- 
spoken, decided testimony, and in a heavenly 
and overcoming life, so far 'quenches the 
Spirit' 

We may * quench the Spirit ' by weakening, 
even ever so little, by our words or example, 
or even by our tone and manner, the impres- 
sions produced by the Word of God, read or 
listened to, in the hearts of others. We may 
* quench the Spirit ' by hindering, through pre- 
judice or ignorance, a work for God, because 
the agent seemed to us unlikely to do good. 
Indeed, any neglect or hindering of work for 
souls must, in a very real sense, be a * quench- 
ing of the Spirit' 

Rather we should seek to be His agents and 
instruments in every possible way, that He may 
manifest Himself to others through us. We 
should place ourselves at the disposal of the 
Spirit ; and, as to purity of heart and life, we 
should diligently aim at * departing from ini- 
quity,' 'purging ouTseWe^' itoxxv 7i3^ Vs^ss^^ ^x 
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suspected sin, so as to be, each of us, * a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the 
Master's use, prepared unto every good work ' 
(2 Tim. ii. 19-21). 

Praying in the Holy Ghost (Jude, ver. 20; 
compare Eph. vi. 18; see pages 71, 82). The 
Holy Spirit is described as the element or 
atmosphere in which the prayer-life of the 
believer has its existence and is sustained. 
And this in two ways which St. Paul explains. 
In the first place, all access or approach to 
God, although meritoriously 'through' or for 
the sake of Christ, is actually effected *by,' 
literally, */« one Spirit' (Eph. il 18). We 
must be careful, however, not to limit the 
application of this text to prayer. It refers to 
the believer's approach to God, in the widest 
sense, for personal acceptance through Christ 
But it includes every kind of special approach, 
such as in prayer. The Spirit of God enables 
us to realize and act upon the right of approach 
to God, which is ours through the atoning work 
of Christ And then the Spirit also not only 
prompts us to prayer, but actually *maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered' (Rom. viii. 26, 27). We pray in 
Him, and He makes intercession in us, — z. 
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blessed, but very real, union in prayer ! How 
much more we should use it if we realized it 
more fully ! 

Here we may notice a question which some 
ask. Are we to pray to the Holy Ghost ? The 
only answer to be given is, that we are never 
told to do so in the Scriptures, nor is there 
one such prayer recorded as used by any one 
either for self or for others. This being so, 
we should draw the conclusion, that although 
there can be nothing inappropriate in itself in 
prayer addressed to the Holy Ghost, yet it 
seems more the scriptural method that He 
should be regarded rather as the Inspirer of 
prayer than the One to whom prayer should be 
actually addressed. 

A careful study of the New Testament will, 
we think, make it plain that the most frequent 
scriptural conception of prayer is that which 
(as seems implied in Eph. ii. i8) is addressed 
to the Father, through Christ, m, or under the 
influence of, the Spirit. Prayer to the Son, 
however, is undoubtedly sanctioned ; and prayer 
to the Spirit is nowhere excluded. It is best, 
however, to pray, and indeed to do everything 
else, as far as possible, after the Scripture 
examples. 
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Walking in the Spirit (GaL v. i6, 25), or 
after the Spirit (Rom. viiL i, 4). Those who 
* live in the Spirit,' that is, are alive unto God 
through the Spirit's power, are exhorted to 
*walk also in the Spirit' (Gal. v. 25). They 
are to believe, and firmly to cling to, the reality 
of His indwelling in their hearts ; to speak and 
to work in dependence upon His power; to 
guard against and overcome all inward inclina- 
tion to evil in His strength (Rom. viii. 13); to 
act in harmony with Him in all the details of 
daily life ; to go where He could lead, but not 
elsewhere ; to do what He could sanction, but 
nothing else. This is to realize that blessed 
principle of being Med by the Spirit of God,' 
which is the real and only evidence of being in 
truth *the sons of God' (Rom. viii. 14). And 
this removes us from * under the law' (Gal. 
V. 18), because it introduces us into the higher 
sphere of grace (Rom. vL 14). And in that 
sphere, when we have really comprehended 
what grace means, our conduct is regulated no 
longer by ' law,' as such, but by that love which 
is really the underlying principle of all *law,' 
and which in its active exercise both to God 
and man is really 'the fulfilling of the law' 
(Rom. xiii. 10). 
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Sowing io the Spirit (Gal vi. 8). There is, 
of course, a deeper general sense in which 

* sowing to the flesh ' and * sowing to the Spirit ' 
indicate the great secret of difference between 
the natural and the renewed heart. But the 
special reference here is to almsgiving, and in 
any other way to 'doing good' (vers. 6-10). 
These works of love are contrasted with that 
spending of one's means and opportunities upon 
self and selfish indulgence, which is called 

* sowing to the flesh,' and can only yield * cor- 
ruption.' 

The figure used is a very beautiful one ; and 
very strong is the encouragement held out to 
a devoted life of self-sacrifice, in the way of 
money, time, sympathy, and help of every sort, 
in * doing good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.' As 
surely as the believer thus * soweth to the Spirit,' 
he shall * of the Spirit reap life everlasting.' 



XIIL 

anH t^ Belidirr hi onmatum 
tott^ ti|r fioli^ Spirit 

WE do not think that this series of papers 
on the Holy Spirit can be more 
suitably brought to a dose than with a few 
thoughts on the wonderful similanty of ex- 
perience between our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the believer in Him, in connection with the 
Spirit of God. It may not have been noticed 
so carefully as it should be, that the same 
expressions are used both of Christ and of the 
believer, with respect to the Holy Ghost 
These we will very briefly enumerate. 

Anointed, Our Lord, when He read Isa. 
IxL I, 2, in the Synagogue of Nazareth, as a 
prophecy of Himself, spoke of having been 
* anointed,' with direct reference to the fact 
that *the Spirit of the Lord' was 'upon* Him 
(Luke iv. 16-19).^ Reference is made to this 

^ li may also be noted that the same expression ' upon ' 

is used of the Holy Spirit before "Penleeosl, \xi \3aa caae 
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anointing in the disciples' prayer, recorded in 
Acts iv. 24-30; and Peter, in his address in 
the house of Cornelius, distinctly says, that 
*God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power' (Acts x. 38). 
And then the very same word is used of the 
believer, in connection also with the Spirit's 
sealing (2 Cor. i. 21, 22). And again, in i John 
ii. 20, 27, we read of the unction and anointing^ 
of the believer, referring, without doubt, to the 
gift of the Spirit. Moreover, let us remember 
that the name which we bear as * Christians ' 
serves to remind us of this. It not only points 
to our being disciples of Christ ; but it further 
describes us as being, in Christ, the anointed 
children of God. Yes : in Christ we are God's 
anointed ones, — anointed by the same Spirit 

of the Virgin Mary (Luke i» 35) and of Simeon (Luke 
ii. 25). 

^ The word in both verses is the same in the original 
language, and ought to be translated also by the same 
word in our version. It may be interesting to note that 
the Greek word xp'^^ {chrio, I anoint) from which Christ 
is derived, is used once only of the believer (2 Cor. i. 21) ; 
but elsewhere always of Christ (Luke iv. 18; Acts iv. 27, 
k. 38 ; and Heb. i. 9)* But xP*^f^* (ckrtsma, anointing, 
br unction) is used three times of the believer only, in 
I John ii. in ver. 2o, and twict m\'w. i^. 

H 
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which He received, and as really as He wa 
Let us simply believe this, and rejoicingly lii 
in the power of it 

Filled, We are told of our Lord Jesu 
immediately before His temptation, that B 
was *full of the Holy Ghost' (Luke iv. i 
And it is to be remarked that the very san 
words are used as the necessary qualificatic 
for the seven deacons (Acts vi. 3), of Stephe 
in particular (ver. 5), and of Barnabas (Ac 
xi. 24). Do we not see in this connection tl 
secret of victory over temptation ? Let us t 
conscious that we too are *full of the Hoi 
Ghost/ And if we would learn the secret < 
this, let us remember that Stephen was ^full i 
faith and of the Holy Ghost' (See also Aci 
xi. 24.) Let us trust God that the many stat< 
ments and promises about the Holy Spir 
which we have been considering in thes 
papers are really true, and that they are bein 
actually fulfilled in our very own case, An 
verily it shall be so. 

And again, if it is said that Christ *r< 
turned in the power of the Spirit^ from th 
temptation, it is also said that * throng 
(literally, in) the power of the Holy Ghosi 
the believer^ being 'filled with all joy an 
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peace in believing/ * may abound in hope * 
(Rom. XV. 13). 

Led, In this connection, we have a similar, 
although not quite verbally identical, expression 
both of Christ and the believer. In Luke iv. i. 
He is said to have been ' led by (literally, in) 
the Spirit ^ into the wilderness ' to His tempta- 
tion. And in Rom. viii. 14 we read, *As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.' (See also GaL v. 18.) Here 
was the secret of Christ's whole earthly life. 
He followed the leadings of the Spirit of God. 
And even when the Spirit led Him into the 
scene of temptation. He went, and gained the 
victory. 

So, too, the whole life of the believer should 
be, as far as he is able to recognize His lead- 
ings, a following of the Spirit. And even when 
the Spirit leads him in the path of duty and 
necessity^ into the scene of temptation, he may 
safely follow and overcome. But the moment 
he chooses for his pleasure dangerous paths, 
worldly companionships, places of amusement, 

^ Exactly the same expression as is used in the same 
Gospel of the influence under which Simeon came to the 
temple just at the right moment, when the infant Saviour 
was brought in by * His parents ' (Luke ii. 27V 
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occupations, books to read, etc, without th6 
consciousness of the Spirit leading him into 
them, Christ is no longer his example, and he 
must not expect to stand upright 

Power, Our Lord is expressly §aid f6 hate 
been, as the Son of man, * Jesus of Nazareth,' 
'anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power^ 
(Acts X. 38). And He Himself distinctly 6ays 
that He 'cast out devils by (literally, in) the 
Spirit of God' (Matt. xii. 28), compare 'by 
(literally, in) the finger of God ' (Luke xi. 20). 
Here was the power in which, as the Son of 
man, He fulfilled His earthly ministry. 

And then we find, comparing verses 5 ^hd 8 
of Acts vi., that * full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost ' means also * full of faith and pawer,^ 
(See Mic. iii. 8.) Here, too, is the power in 
which we are to fulfil our earthly ftiinistry, no 
matter what that ministry is. Whether it be to 
preach in the great congregations, or to teach 
(lod's word in the class, or in the home, to the 
old or young, or to visit the sick and dying, or 
whether it be in the quiet Christ-lik6 discharge 
of the varied duties of business or domestic 
life, it must all be done in the same power. 

Surely these thoughts seem to bYing tis into 
very close and real connection mX\v oMt latd in 
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His earthly life. Our union with Him through 
the Spirit is not only as to His Person, but in 
some sense also as to some, at all events, of the 
conditions of His earthly life. While our posi- 
tion is thus unspeakably solemn, it is also mar- 
vellously blessed. Let us, then, seek to * follow 
His steps' (i Pet ii. 21), howeyer far off it may 
seem to be, and however imperfectly. But never 
let us forget that we are anointed with the same 
Spirit as Himself, armed with the same power, 
so far as we are able, through faith in Him, to 
exercise it, and that, as our faith is able to 
receive it, it is our privilege to be, like Him, 
' full of the Holy Ghost.' 



XIV. 

Conclutring ilemarftg. 

WE have now come to the end of our 
subject We have gone through all 
the New Testament Scriptures, taking every 
single passage which in any way speaks of the 
Holy Spirit in real and personal connection 
with the believer. We have taken every such 
passage in its simple and natural sense. These 
passages are not, as a rule, difficult or obscure 
ones, admitting of two or three possible inter- 
pretations ; but they are written in the plainest 
language, and do not allow of any material 
difference of opinion as to their meaning. 

The conclusion we have come to is, we 
believe, the only one at which it is possible to 
arrive. If language means anything at all, we 
have the constantly repeated assurance of the 
inspired writers, that the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost is a present reality in eifery one who is a 
true child of God. This indweWm^ \s ^Vio^tv to 

ii8 
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be a very real personal possession by the Holy 
Ghost of the body of the believer, which becomes 
* the temple ' in which the Spirit dwells. So, at 
all events, say the Scriptures. 

It must be confessed, however, that there is 
very little indication of the Spirit's indwelling to 
be seen in the lives and conduct of a vast 
number of professing Christians. And in view 
of things as they are in the Christian Church, 
— the divisions, the heresies, the strifes, the 
worldliness, the continued and manifest failure 
of so many, and sometimes of all, in living a 
really overcoming life, — we do not wonder that 
godly people are looking about for a remedy. 
Nor are we surprised that men turn to the Holy 
Spirit as they look for this. But we are 
astonished that, with the Scriptures in their 
hands, Christian men and women do not see 
that the secret is an open one, and that the 
remedy is very near them — indeed, already 
within them. 

We live in the Pentecostal age, in the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit, when He is personally 
dwelling in the Church on earth, as really as 
Christ dwelt among men in the days of His 
flesh. Yet we hear of Christians praying, and 
holding special meetings orv tha ^wVy^^ol^ -5^ ^ 
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they were living between the Ascension and 
Pentecost. They plead most earnestly for the 
Spirit, as if by their prayers they were to bring 
the Holy Ghost down from heaven. 

Numbers of well-known hymns are to the 
same effect. Indeed, it is a remarkable fact 
that many hymns to the Holy Spirit entreat 
Him to 'Come,' as if He had to be drawn 
down again from heaven, while we sing few, if 
any, hymns which are songs of praise, because 
He is really dwelling in our hearts. We want 
altogether a new class of hymns about the 
Spirit in our public services and for private use. 

But what we most want, as believers, is that 
same simple, childlike faith in the person of the 
Holy Spirit within us, as we have been taught 
to exercise in regard to the forgiveness of sins, 
and all the work of Christ on our behalf. Just 
as truly as we believe that Christ has * ascended 
unto heaven itself,' and really does * appear in 
the presence of God for us' (Heb. ix. 24), so 
must we believe that, * because we are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts ' (Gal. iv. 6), and that the Holy Spirit 
is in our very own actual possession. 

We are ready to repeat over and over again 
the well-known words, *I believe in the Holy 
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Ghost/ But we too often do so much in the 
spirit in which Martin Luther, in his monkish 
days, used to repeat daily in the Creed that he 
believed *in the forgiveness of sins,* without 
ever understanding that he was to believe in 
the forgiveness of his very own sins. When 
this was pointed out to him, he realized joy and 
peace in believing at once. So as to the in- 
dwelling Spirit, we are to believe, not only that 
there really is a personal Holy Ghost, but that 
He has entered into very real relationship with 
every one of us who is a true believer in Jesus 
Christ] 

Let no sense of sinfulness and unworthiness, 
no consciousness of spiritual weakness, rob us 
of our simple faith in this. If we have failed to 
act hitherto as if it were really true, do not 
let us therefore doubt the truth of it at once. 
If we have been faithless and unbelieving, let 
us now consider that *He is faithful that 
promised,* and on this foundation, * let us hold 
fast the profession of our faith' in this most 
important truth * without wavering' (Heb. x. 23). 

All spiritual experience springs, in the first 
instance, from a simple belief in spiritual facts 
which cannot appear real to our consciousness 
until we simply believe them, in spite of all 
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feelings and appearances to the contrary. This 
is the real conflict of faith, — to believe what it 
neither sees nor feels, on the simple evidence of 
God's Word. Then the truth which we believe, 
and which was not consciously known before, 
becomes a conscious reality to the heart, in the 
very nature of the case. Then only can we 
begin really to act in the power of it, or, in 
other words, to live as if it were true. 

Let us bring this simple and childlike faith 
to bear upon the truth of the Holy Spirit* s in- 
dwelling in our hearts ; and let us start afresh 
on a life of full surrender to His leadings, and 
in the realization of the Scripture exhortations 
which are unfolded in the previous chapters. 
So shall we find the true secret of happiness, of 
holiness, and of spiritual power, — which is, 
daily and hourly to be * filled with the Spirit* 



THE END. 
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